
 

S e l a h  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h February 2 0 1 9 

 

 

 

         There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female 

        for all of you are one in Christ  Jesus” Galatians 3:28 
 

All over the news this week we are witnessing division in our nation and world. It breaks my heart 

to witness so much anger, hatred, strife, dissension, and outbursts of anger.  We are indeed a nation 

that is divided.  We also see division in the United Methodist Church. This is the month that the 

Church is meeting in St Louis for the special General Conference. This General Conference is 

focusing on the wording of the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality.  This has been on 

ongoing issue within the UMC for almost 40 years.  If you want to read more about the General 

Conference, I am including a link for you to check out.   

 

How is the General Conference going to affect Selah UMC?  I wish I could answer this question 

with confidence, but the honest truth is I can’t.  This is what I can tell you, as long as I am the  

pastor of SUMC we will continue to do God’s work. We will continue to love one another. We will 

continue to be out in the community spreading God’s love. We will continue to strive for perfection 

in God’s love. I am asking each of us to be praying Feb 23-26 that the Church will remember that 

we all are one in Christ Jesus. I am praying that the delegates to the Special Conference will be 

prepared to listen to the Holy Spirit as decisions are made.  

 

Blessings Pastor Dirk  

 

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session 
 

 
` 

 

 

 

 

 

The Messenger 

https://www.cuentamealgobueno.com/2011/11/11-11-11/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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 The Worship Committee met January 10th at Daniel’s Kitchen for its 

regularly scheduled meeting. Present were chairperson Margaret Antanaitis, 

Bill Walton, and Kevin & Elaine Dow. Kevin opened the meeting with 

prayer. 

 

Advent activities and worship events were reviewed. Decorating the church 

was very successful with many volunteers to hang wreaths and garlands, 

decorate the pillars, put up the tree in the sanctuary and decorate the Advent 

wreath. Gwen Chaplin used notes from Mary Barrett to recreate the Advent wreath that had been used 

twenty years ago, using herbs that had symbolic meaning to the season. 

 

Several of the Advent activities were carried out by new faces -  helping decorate,  lighting Advent 

candles and serving as liturgists during the season. Thank you to all who helped out.  Many comments 

from the congregation centered on the enjoyment of music. Special appreciation was expressed for Bill 

Walton, and the joy he has brought to the music in worship as well as for those who came and provided 

special music in the form of the Advent Singers.  The Susan Herdrich Memorial Creche Display was well 

received again this year, with more manger scenes shared, and with the addition of lighting. The 

Committee expresses its appreciation for all those who shared their displays with the church. The 

discussion continues about how we can make this event something that we can share with the community 

at large. 

 

The Christmas Eve services were discussed at length. The early service was a success in terms of 

attendance, as nearly 80 people attended, but the late service attracted only about a dozen (although one 

person expressed she attended because of the service time, even though she is someone who doesn’t 

usually attend Selah UMC). A lot of the discussion centered about the nature of the Christmas Eve 

service, including is it a gift to the community, just another worship service, do we take an offering and 

where does the money go? We feel that this type of special service should be promoted more, with 

posters in local businesses, display ads in the Yakima newspaper. How can we make visitors to our 

church feel more welcome? Folk gathered in the Narthex following the services. Is there a way that we 

can build on that? How can we encourage more children to attend the early service? Is the time too late, 

or too early? 

 

Pastor Dirk will be at UMCOR West in Salt Lake City, Utah on Sunday, March 3rd. Scott Klepach, Jr. 

will be leading worship on that day, and Kevin Dow will be leading worship on Ash Wednesday, March 

6th.  Upcoming Events:  February 10th is Boy Scout Sunday; March 31st is UMCOR Sunday April 14th is 

Palm Sunday; April 21st is Easter.   

Report by Kevin Dow 

 

 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
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 February Is Your Choice!! 

It's cold weather time which means a busy time for the Selah Food Bank. 

Continuing this month, they need non-perishable staples of any kind, your choice. 

If you need a suggestion, always at the top of their list are canned soup or 

vegetables or boxed dinners like Rice-a-Roni. Whatever you give, you will be 

helping many of the Selah area families who depend on the food bank. SUMC 

continues month after month and year after year to generously fill the church 

grocery basket. The food bank volunteers send their hearty thanks of appreciation 

and good wishes for 2019. 

 

February Is Your Choice Months (If you need a 

hint, also canned soup or vegetables or boxed 

dinners.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

For those of you who like to mark your calendars for the year, Camp Hope 

dinner has been moved to the 4th Tuesday of every month and NW Harvest 

Volunteer Saturday remains the same, the 3rd Saturday of every month. In January 

we provided milk and a cake for the Camp Hope meal.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Selah Food Bank 

Camp Hope and Northwest 

Harvest 
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Hoping to see you on Super Bowl Sunday Feb. 3rd.   Our annual delicious 
home made “Souper” soup will be on sale in take-out containers for you to 
enjoy during the Super Bowl game.  This includes bread or rolls & a dessert.  
Our next meeting is Feb. 7th at 1:00 pm in the Simonson Room.  LaVerne 

Nelson & Tereica Kaumheimer are hosting.   Come be our guest. 
 

Donna Ruud, President        
 
 
 
 
 

   Valentine Tea    

 
February 9, 2019; 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall,  

Selah United Methodist Church 

         Food, Fellowship, Fun 

 

Program:  Gadgets You Can’t Live Without! Kitchen, Household, 

Garden, Sewing/Crafting items etc...   All women of the church are 

invited to attend. Bring a friend.  

 

Our theme this year is Gadgets.   Please bring a gadget you couldn’t live without. Could 

be something from the   kitchen, household, garden, sewing/crafting item etc... 

You will be invited to share why you couldn’t live without this item.    

 

We will be making Valentine Cards to give to church members that are not able to attend 

Sunday Service or church activities, plus can make a few extra to send to someone special. 

 

 

Pacific Northwest Conference of UMW is hosting a Spiritual Retreat March 22- 24 at 

Lazy F Camp and Retreat Center. The theme is "Sisterhood of Grace".  All women are 

welcome, you do not need to be a member of UMW. This is a time for renewal of your spirit 

and relaxation. Cost is $115.00 includes meals. 

More information posted on the Bulletin Board under the UMW section. Scholarships are 

available. If you are interested talk To Tressa Cummings.  

 

 
 

United Methodist Women 

AFTERNOON CIRCLE 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl_XLI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl_XLI
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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   UMCOR MISSION TRIP 
 

On March 4th, 12 of us will start our work week at UMCOR West in Salt Lake City.  We are 

excited for this opportunity to serve those less fortunate than us.  Here is a little “picture” of the 

UMCOR West experience so you can be there with us in spirit: 

  

 UMCOR Depot West is a 22,000 square foot warehouse that stores disaster relief 

supplies that are sent globally during times of disaster and crisis.  Volunteers at UMCOR Depot 

West are vital to the success of this ministry.  At the depot, individuals and groups gather, 

assemble, package and store relief supply kits for future use.  In addition, volunteers have the 

opportunity to participate in other service projects in the Salt Lake Valley area.  

  

 The workweek is Monday through Friday from 8am-4pm.  The mission experience 

begins with Monday morning orientation which over views the work of UMCOR Depot 

West.  A half day will be spent working off site at another area humanitarian agency to be 

determined by UMCOR Depot West staff.   Volunteers may work assembling kits in the depot, 

cleaning the volunteer space, or doing work in the community with various service projects.  On 

the final workday, volunteers will gather for a time of reflection and worship.   

 

 We will be making a donation to UMCOR from funds raised a few years ago at a lunch 

and auction specifically for UMCOR.  Additionally, we will be bring supplies for school kits 

that will be put together at the warehouse.  If you would like to help us out, you can donate any 

of the following school supplies:  blunt, round tipped scissors; 24 count boxes of crayons; 

one subject spiral notebooks; 100 to 200 pages package of loose-leaf either college or wide-

ruled paper; handheld pencil sharpener, no longer than one inch; 12 inch ruler; 

unsharpened pencils; eraser two inches or larger.  There will be a box in the narthex to put 

the school supplies in.  We need them by February 24 in order to get them in the vehicle that 

will be driving to Salt Lake City.   

 

 Thank you for your help. 

 

Debbie Jesperson and UMCOR crew 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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. 

February 3 – Susan Eisenhower and Debbie Jesperson 

         Febuary 10 - Joy McFarland and Becky Johnson 

 February17 - Margaret Antanaitis  

 February 24 – Cheryl Natland and ? 
 

We still need more teacher assistants! You don’t need to do any planning, you just need to be 
there to help the teacher. Please let Cheryl know if you are interested. 

 

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS 

 

Birthdays 
 

1 Cody Natland   

 3 Ron Johnson 
Lynn Hoselton 
Tereica Kaumheimer 

  

9 Brandy Voight   

10 Brianna Smith   

12 Curtis Natland   

14 Linda Drew 
Dorothy Justice 

  

15 Destiny Baynes   

17 Debbie Jesperson 
Noah Zalewiski 

  

26 Dillon Hulse   

 Please let church office know if we have missed your birthday or anniversary 
 

 

FEBUARY SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
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American Red Cross Blood Drive 

We are sponsoring the Red Cross blood drive on February 14 at the 

Selah Civic Center.  I have posted a signup sheet in the Narthex 

seeking volunteers to help check in donors, make and serve 

sandwiches and cookies to the donors and provide cookies and 

materials to make the sandwiches.  This is a great way to serve our 

community and is also an opportunity to catch up with friends you 

might see as they come in to donate.  If you are interested in donating blood that day, talk 

to me, as I have the contact information for the person who is signing up donors.  Thanks. 

 

Becky Johnson 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

   Easter is late this year, which means Shrove Tuesday and Ash 

Wednesday is also later than normal.  Shrove Tuesday will be March 

5 and we will again be having our annual Shrove Tuesday pancake 

dinner.  Many of the folks who have organized it in the past will be in 

Salt Lake City that day working at the UMCOR West warehouse, 

however, the dinner will go on.  There is a volunteer to cook the 

pancakes – now we just need you to come.  Pancakes and beverages 

will be provided – you need to bring your favorite pancake topping to 

share.  This is always a fun and relaxing evening of good food and good company.  We 

invite the boy scout troop that meets in the fellowship hall to join us and usually a few 

do, so it is also a nice opportunity to meet the young men and their families.  Dinner is at 

6:15 – need a little time to set up after the Home Zone closes at 6:00.   

 

Becky Johnson 

 

UMC General Conference Special Session 

 
 Skylar Marston-Bihl is part of the PNW Conference delegation to the special session of 

the General Conference being held in February.  I thought we might benefit from her thoughts 

as she heads to the conference.  These are her words: 

 

          

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

http://nazarsudhakar.blogspot.com/2012/05/blood-donation-raktdaan-mahadaan.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

Page 8 

 As a novice on the PNW delegation to General Conference, I find myself wondering 

what words we might all need to read as we near the special session of General Conference in 

February. I am confident that I am not alone in feeling trepidation about the coming conference. 

Methodists are approaching these days with disparate hopes and fears; it will be an emotional 

experience. Beyond the reality of little sleep and high stakes, hangs the nature of who we are as 

The United Methodist Church. 

 As I look to the future of our denomination, I find myself reading through our past. I’m 

taking a course on United Methodist history, learning about how the early Methodist movement 

was one of outreach to those on the margins of society. Its early successes were among 

indentured servants, free Blacks, slaves, women, and those economically impoverished who 

responded to the counter-cultural message of inclusion and liberation through the love and grace 

of God. 

 Yet, as we began to build structure and governance into our ministry, we created systems 

that reflected human society rather than God’s kin-dom, replicating society’s ways of power, 

control, and exclusion. Methodism has always existed with this tension, between the grace 

flowing through all people and the structures that exclude people called to the leadership of our 

church. February 2019 is another point in the church’s history of tension. 

 This week, I encountered a relevant line in one of my Methodist history textbooks: 

“Some have wondered and still wonder whether Methodism does its best thinking by ballot and 

under time pressure.” This was in reference to Conferences held in the early 1780s as 

Methodism was still finding its footing in the American colonies and burgeoning country, but I 

can’t help but see the parallels to the General Conference in February. Once again we have 

gotten lost in the human-based politics of it all. Conferences can be opportunities to choose as a 

community to go on to perfection in love, or they can be disappointing ballot counts. 

I understand that at the crux of it, we are asking what it means for our church to live into God’s 

call on our lives as Christians. I am well aware that asking ‘why can’t we all just get along’ 

oversimplifies the realities of our societal and church systems and our part in creating and 

perpetuating them. But as I look to February, I am focusing on where and how I have 

experienced God’s love and grace in my life. I am striving to be ready to hear the ways others 

are experiencing this love and grace in theirs. And I am faithful that whatever happens to The 

United Methodist Church, God is bigger than our institutions. Love is bigger than our structures 

and our fraught attempts to follow the Way of Jesus. 

 A wise District Superintendent once told me that God was at work in the world before the 

Methodist Church, God is at work now through and despite the Methodist Church, and God will 

continue to be at work whatever comes. I know the potentially momentous impact of the 

coming special General Conference is real, but I also know that my faith rests in this active,  

actually momentous God.  I pray that we may remember the initial message of inclusion spread 

by Wesley and his followers, calling us into greater love. And I hope that we will choose to be 

partners with God’s love, and not a barrier to it. 

By Skylar Marston-Bihl 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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As we start the new year, we will be addressing some building maintenance 

issues that must be taken care of in order to preserve the integrity of our property.  

We are getting bids for painting the outside of the church, installing gutters in spots 

where we don’t have them and fixing cracks in our parking lot.  You will be hearing 

more from us in the near future about our efforts to finance this work and ways you 

can help. 

Becky Johnson, finance chair 

 

FEBUARY CALENDAR 

 

  3 UMM Breakfast @8:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

 Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary 

      Souper Bowl Sunday homemade soup sale   

  7 Ladies  Afternoon Circle @ 1:00 pm, 

Simonson Room 

  9 Valentine Tea 11:30 am Fellowship Hall 

10 Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary, Boy Scout Sunday 

      Potluck following worship service 

15  Worship Team @ 11:30, Daniel's Kitchen 

16   NW Harvest Volunteer Saturday @ 9:00 am at warehouse 

17  Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary 

19  Camp Hope dinner @ 5:00 pm, meet at Wesley 

19 UMW meeting @7:00, Simonson Room 

20  Church Council @ 6:00, Simonson Room 

21  Home Zone Team meeting @ 1:00, Simonson Room 

23  Newsletter Articles Due 

24 Worship Service @ 10:30, Sanctuary 

 

 Newsletter articles are due a little early because of short month and I need to  

 get newsletter out before I head to Salt Lake City for UMCOR trip 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FINANCE UPDATE 



 

S e l a h U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h 

 
1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah WA 98942 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 

 

Growing Into the Image of Christ 

Mission Statement 

“As a sacred body that 

worships God, we feed the soul 

of our communities, serve the 

needs around us, and open our 

hearts in respectful acceptance 

of all.” 

Vision Statement 

“Be an Energized Church. Our 

hands in constant prayer.” 

Newsletter articles for the 

March newsletter are due 

Febuary 23rd! 

Articles can be emailed to 

bjoh461@fairpoint.net  

How to get hold of Pastor Dirk: 

Cell phone: (509) 388-1218 

Email:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com 

mailto:selahumc@fairpoint.net
mailto:bjoh461@fairpoint.net
mailto:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com

