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At our last men’s breakfast (June) it was decided that we would paint the skate park in September. 

The group will come up with a firm date at the next men’s breakfast on Sept.. 9th 

The Messenger 

  

We are heading into our last full month of summer and the temperatures are heating   

up.  As the temperatures rise, we at Selah UMC are continuing to be busy being the 

hands and feet of God.  I am amazed by the enthusiasm of the congregation.  I am 

witnessing the Holy Spirit moving within our midst.  As I preached a couple weeks ago 

about King David dancing in the presence of God - we must also continue to dance 

knowing that we have the Holy Spirit in our presence. I am ready to dance, are you?    

 

How are we dancing?  Camp Hope, Northwest Harvest, Operation Purple, Donating 

backpacks and supplies to the Home Zone, and the list goes on.  But we still have a lot 

more dancing to do.  With the strategic planning, we are finding different music to 

dance too.  As we finish up and get ready to implement our plans, we must continue to 

rely on the Holy Spirit to lead, guide, and dance with us.   

 

Blessings Pastor Dirk         
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 Circle gals are hoping you all are having a wonderful summer.  We are resting up in order to 
tackle bazaar plans when we start up in September.  We will have a tote available in the 
Simonson Room for donations of slightly used puzzles & books.   
 
We have stocked a shelf in the pantry downstairs mainly for paper products & etc needed for 
potlucks. 
 
If you have any produce to share from your gardens, please bring to church.  All donations 
still go to the Heifer Project in memory of Mary Barrett. 
 
Our first meeting is Thursday September 6th at 1:00pm in the Simonson Room.  You are 
welcome to join us.  Our host will be Tereica Kaumheimer. 
 
Donna Ruud 
President 
 
 

We will be operating a 
concession stand during a 4-
H horse show the weekend 
of August 10 – 12 . Signup 
sheets are posted in the 
Narthex. We have provided 
food during this horse show 
for several years. We still 
need help on August 10 and 
12 in the afternoon. I 
appreciate those who are 
willing to help at this fund 
raiser and the 4- H families 
appreciate our being there. 

~Becky Johnson 

Fundraiser 

Fundraiser 

 

AFTERNOON CIRCLE  
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It's mid-summer, the time when many anticipated the publication of the final report drafted by the Commission on 

a Way Forward to the Special Session of the General Conference in 2019. That's a long title essentially referring to 

a comprehensive report. This report will contain different options for moving forward regarding the UMC Book of 

Discipline rules regarding human sexuality. There will be a Special Session called by the Council of Bishops to 

take place in St. Louis this February. The proposals in the report will serve as the basis for discussion and 

decision-making at the Special Session.   

 

As it turns out, there's a delay in getting the report publicly released. The expected date,July 8, has been moved to 

around July 30. This delay is because it is taking extra time to get the report translated into all official languages of 

the UMC.  Here's a link to July 9press release from the Commission on the General Conference that explains in 

more detail the process and the delay: 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward-final-report-being-translated 

 

The Commission on a Way Forward has put together several videos that give insight into its work over the last 18 

months. Here's a link to a news article from the Pacific NW Conference that has descriptions of and links to the 

most recently released videos: 

http://www.pnwumc.org/news/commission-on-a-way-forward-releases-final-videos-for-2019-general-conference/ 

 

Finally, the Commission On a Way Forward has its own Facebook page. Here you'll find posts and comments 

which are available for the public to peruse and to submit comments. The page also has a library of at least 20 

videos in varying lengths. 
https://www.facebook.com/umcforward/ 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Helen Charlot  has taken over as chair of Nurturing  and has been helping our members who  have 
been injured or are ill.  Thank you, Helen, for taking this on.  We will hear from her when she needs 
help proving meals to our friends recovering from injuries or  surgery.  

COFFEE MUGS FOR SALE 

First we had new T-shirts for sale, now we have coffee 
mugs.  Don’t they look great!  They are available for 
purchase for $10.00 

UPDATE: Commission on a Way 

Forward 
 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward-final-report-being-translated
http://www.pnwumc.org/news/commission-on-a-way-forward-releases-final-videos-for-2019-general-conference/
https://www.facebook.com/umcforward/
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The Selah Food Bank offered several requests for our grocery basket during the summer months. 

These are the non-perishable food items that have been most requested in recent weeks. For the 

next two months there are lots of choices: 

        1.     Baking Staples: sugar,  flour or boxed mixes (The 

      food bank will divide bags of sugar and flour.) 

        2.     Cooking Staples: creamed soups like cream of    

       mushroom or beef or chicken broths 

        3.     The ever popular favorites: any kind of boxed    

       cereals or again, canned chili 

 

The volunteers are so appreciative of whatever you donate. 

Know that so many Selah area families depend on the Selah 

Food Bank for their daily meals. School is out, children are 

home so the need for nourishing food is greater. Thank you 

for whatever non-perishable food item you can give. 

 

                    JULY AND AUGUST ARE             

  MISCELLANEOUS MONTHS 

 

 

During the summer, the 3rd Saturday of each 
month continues to be volunteer Saturday with 
only one shift from 9-11:00. The volunteers will 
primarily be sorting and re-packing fresh 
produce. If you hope to join in this summer, the 
volunteer coordinators ask for an approximate 
head count from each group so that they will 
have food and supplies ready for the number of 
people who come to help.  August 18th is the 
next date. It's fun work and really helps the 
workers at NW Harvest. If you plan on 

participating on August 18, please talk to Pastor 

Dirk or Linda Drew, as NW Harvest needs to know 
how many workers to expect. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

July/August are Miscellaneous Months! 

 

Northwest Harvest 
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SELAH UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

 Our Selah UMW group is on hiatus till September our members are still busy volunteering 

and reading books for the UMW Reading Program. 

 I have been busy this spring and summer attending several conferences for UMW. My first 

was conference was May 18th -20th 2018 UMW Assembly held in Columbus, Ohio. There were 

about 3000 ladies in attendance from all over the United States and aboard. There were about 

sixty of us from the Pacific Northwest. Why Columbus, Ohio? Columbus was the city to host the 

first gathering of UMW. We celebrate 150 years in 2019. The theme for the conference was the 

“The Power of Bold”, based on the biblical story of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Various scripture 

readings for the day were acted out though skits that involved tap dancers, contemporary dance, 

and drama troupe reacted the wedding at Cana in modern day terms. They Keynote speakers were 

a dialogue with Michelle Alexander, (Author of the New Jim Crow) and Marian Wright Edelman 

(founder of the Children’s Defense Fund and Author) and Leymah Gbowee, Nobel Peace Prize 

winner (Liberian Peace Activist) I attended two workshops:                                                      

 Screening and Conversation “Sacred Water”, Standing Rock Part 1                                                                              

 Lovers of Justice Dwelling Together in a Multi-Faith World 

It was a great experience, I learned a lot, fantastic music and song leader, and the weather was 

perfect.   

 

Tressa Cummings, Selah UMW President 
 

 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 

We have taken a few weeks off in the summer and had some cinema and pool party fun in the 

later part of July. Next, we look at this year’s mission trip and also start planning for the big 2019 

trip. Youth Group will resume a regular weekly schedule later in August, so stay tuned later on for 

those updates. 

 

Mission Trip 2018: Yakima Valley 

As noted before, our mission trip this year will be locally based, as we will host and join Chris 

Natland’s Tigard UMC Youth Group Aug. 12-18.  

 

Please let Scott Klepach know as soon as you can if you are joining us this week in Yakima, and if 

so, which days/events you will be attending. Some of you might be available the entire week, and 

others might only be able to join for some of the days. Either scenario is perfectly fine; however, I 

do need to know what you are planning so Chris and Scott can work out the numbers and  
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coordination properly. Former Youth Group members are also invited to join us during all or some 

of the week! 

 

Contact Scott for more info on scheduling and itinerary. Thank you for your prompt help on this 

and for your commitment! 

 

Mission Trip 2019: Chicago 

Mission trip to Chicago next year (summer 2019), anyone? Here are three possible dates in 2019: 

• June 23-28 (service/program dates; with travel more likely June 22-29) 

• June 30-July 5 (service/program dates; with travel more likely June 29-July 6) [I am leaning 

toward this option right now.] 

• July 28-Aug. 2 (service/program dates; with travel more likely July 27-Aug. 3) 

I need your feedback right away, and I also need your commitment on such a trip THIS summer in 

order to make arrangements in advance. For anyone considering this trip I am also going to ask 

that you commit to various youth group events/activities in the next year, including fellowship and 

service opportunities together and any extra fundraising needed. I'm looking forward to hearing 

your feedback! 

There will be an informational meeting for the Chicago 2019 Mission Trip on Sunday, Aug. 

5 at 1 p.m at Wesley UMC, 14 N. 48th Ave. I will offer details and field questions and hope 

to have a good discussion together. Youth and adults should attend. Please mark your 

calendars to attend this meeting on Aug. 5, 2018. In the meantime, here is a link for more info 

about DOOR, the organization we would be working with for the trip (listed under the 

"Discover" week option): http://www.doornetwork.org/chicago/ 

August 
1        Strategic Planning meeting, @ 6:00p, Simonson Room 

5        Worship @ 10:30, Sanctuary, Blessing of Backpacks 

            Taco dinner following worship. 

7-15    Pastor Dirk on vacation 

9         Worship Committee meeting, tentative date that may change 

10-12  4-H Horse Show concession, Yakima Fairgrounds 

12        Worship @ 10:30, Sanctuary  

16        Home Zone Steering Committee @ 1:30, Simonson Room,  

http://www.doornetwork.org/chicago/


 

  pending a quorum 

18        NW Harvest Volunteer Saturday, 9-11:00 

              Please let Pastor Dirk or Linda know if you plan to help. 

19        Worship @ 10:30, Sanctuary 

22        Dinner for Camp Hope residents, "temporary permanent" 

  site behind old K-Mart, now U-Haul 

26        Worship @ 10:30, Sanctuary 
 
 
     

 

             August 5  -  Margaret and Becky 
    August 12 -  Joy and Tereica 
     August 19 -   Susan and Cheryl  
    August 26 -  Brandy and Maya 
 
We are hoping to find a time soon to clean up and organize the nursery and toddler 
room. Please let Cheryl Natland know if you would like to help.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

August Birthdays 
2        Jean Cummings 

          Ryan Herdrich 

3        Michael Helseth 

          Samantha Johnson 

13      Jennifer Kreger 

14      Maya Voight 

15      Ed Davis 

17      Donna Ruud 

24      Charles Cummings 

 Boston Harrington 

25      Amber Wilson 

27      Hilda Ward 

30      Kathryn Mead 

 

 

August Anniversaries 

9      LeRoy & Debbie Charcas 

27    Chuck & Cheryl Natland 

29    Phil & Sarah Hourihan 

 

 

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

https://amommasview.wordpress.com/2015/08/03/anniversary-comming-up-party-with-me/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


 

 
 

Our SUMC Indian John Rest Area Free Coffee weekend is just around the corner. 

We have reserved the weekend of October 12-15th. (Once we receive our permit 

and respond to the DOT at the end of August, we will have a final commitment.) 

For the past few years, we have agonized about this commitment and all that goes 

with it.  Do we have enough volunteers? Are all the shifts covered? Do we need to 

buy more cookies? Is it worth the effort? And the real question is Do we want to 

continue with the annual Indian John Rest Area weekend?  Please consider the 

question. The weekend is a fun and enjoyable fundraiser as well as a traveler 

outreach program that includes a fair amount of work. We made about $850 last 

year.  

 

As each October rolls around, we wonder if we should put our efforts and resources 

in terms of time, baking and driving to support this event. Please think about it. 

Please talk about it. I am going to post the usual shift sign up sheet. If you think you 

would like to continue with the program and think you would like to take a shift, 

please sign in. These shifts are not firm...they are to help assess whether we might 

have enough people to cover all 15 shifts with a minimum of 30 people.   

 

Like an UnBake Bake Sale, some have suggested that we just take a collection of 

approximate gas money or cookie ingredient and coffee costs. Please know that we 

are not campaigning to discontinue the Indian John weekend, but we also want to be 

sure that we are all in agreement that we want and can to this. Although everyone 

agrees the weekend is worthwhile in many ways, we also realize that maybe we 

cannot do all that we once did over the many years of serving at Indian John. 

 

With many thanks, 

Linda and Ron Drew 

 

 

  



 

 

S e l a h U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h 
 

1061 Selah Loop Road 

 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 

 

 

Growing Into the Image of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 

“Let us be a sacred body that wor- 

ships God, feeds the soul of our 

communities, serves the needs 

around us, and opens our hearts in 

respectful acceptance of all.” 

 
 

Vision Statement 

“Be an Energized Church. Our hands 

in constant prayer.” 

Newsletter articles for the 

September newsletter are due 

August 25th! 

Articles can be emailed to 

bjoh461@fairpoint.net or the 

church 

mailto:selahumc@fairpoint.net
mailto:bjoh461@fairpoint.net

