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         “I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your 

Christ.”  Mahatma Gandhi    

 

As the dust settles after General Conference 2019 and we try to understand the 

consequences of the decisions, this quote from Gandhi seems very relevant.  As I sat and 

watched the GC19, I related with Gandhi’s statement. I witnessed Christians that were not 

representing Christ, in a Christlike way.  This brings me to the question, how can we as 

the Church of Christ demonstrate to the world Christ’s undying love? GC19 reiterated 

Gandhi’s perspective on Christians.  The actions and deeds the UMC demonstrated to the 

world that we are unlike Christ. The actions of the Church did not confirm love to all our 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ.    Selah UMC will accept and confirm our love to anyone 

that walks through our doors.  We will continue to have OPEN DOORS, OPEN MINDS, 

and OPEN HEARTS, so help me God.    

 

  We are in the midst of the Lenten season, which is time to explore our journey with 

Christ.  It is also a time of repentance.  What is repentance?  It is turning the heart and 

mind away from self-deception of sin and towards the truth and life of God. It is realizing 

that God is the center of our lives.   As Christians, when we truly repent this is when the 

World will witness that Christians are truly LIKE Christ.   

 

  April 21 is Easter, a time of Resurrection and new life.  As we celebrate Easter this 

year let us focus our attention on Christ and ask the question, how can I be more like 

Christ to my neighbors?   Please invite your family members, neighbors, and friends to 

our Easter Services.    

  Palm Sunday April 14, Easter egg hunt on April 20 at 11:00 a.m.,   

  April 21 Sunrise Service at 6:00 am at the Fire Pit and Easter Service 10:30.  

  

 Shalom , Pastor Dirk   

 

    

The Messenger 
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 The Worship Team didn’t meet in March, but worship continues at 

Selah United Methodist Church. Here are some of the upcoming 

highlights: 

 March 31st – UMCOR Sunday:  Formerly known as One Great Hour of 

Sharing, UMCOR Sunday is the time United Methodists take to support 

the structure that provides outreach to those who are struggling with 

natural disasters, war, and being displaced. It takes an army of behind 

the scenes people to evaluate disaster needs, ensure that the funds go where they’re supposed to, 

measure the success of relief efforts, coordinate training, and so much more. The special offering on 

March 31st helps provide that. This year the UMCOR Sunday service will be led by members of our 

congregation who traveled to Salt Lake City to work at the UMCOR depot there. They will be telling us 

about their work there. Please plan to join us and hear about this important church outreach. 

April 14th – Palm Sunday: Again this year Selah UMC will be participating in the Eco-Palms program. 

Eco-Palms are sustainably grown and harvested in Guatemala and Mexico. The forests in which these 

palms reside are being protected from agriculture and logging because of the palms. The Eco-Palms 

program is supported by UMCOR. 

April 18th – Maundy (Holy) Thursday: Scripture tells us that on the night Jesus was betrayed, he met 

with the Disciples in an upper room to celebrate the Passover. The author of the Gospel of John tells us 

that Jesus washed their feet. Pastor Dirk will once again be observing Maundy Thursday by washing the 

feet of those who are attending.  

April 21st – Easter: Traditionally Selah UMC has celebrated Easter with two services. The first is the 

Sunrise Service which, weather permitting, will be held at the cross at the fire pit in the field behind the 

church. The service will begin at 6:00 AM. The second service will be the traditional Easter service held 

at the usual worship time of 10:30 AM. Now that the snow has disappeared, we are hoping that there 

will be flowers available for the decoration of the cross in the Sanctuary. If you have flowers to donate, 

please bring them to the church following the Sunrise service (about 7:00 AM). The Worship Team 

would like the thank the Helseth family for coordinating the decorating of the cross. 

The Worship Team will meet May 9th at 11:30 AM at Daniel’s Kitchen in Selah. The meeting is open to 

anyone who is interested in the planning of worship at Selah UMC.  

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
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April Is Boxed Dinners and Canned Chili and Beans Month!! 
 

 When I visited the Selah Food Bank last week, the shelves had just 
been stocked. Although they looked full, Tammie, the lead 
volunteer, said that they still receive many requests for some of 
the same foods. This month the food bank really needs more 
boxed dinners (Hamburger Helper and the like) and canned chili 
OR beans of any kind, dried or canned. The food bank volunteers 

are so grateful for our flexible willingness to accommodate their needs. Thank you 
from all of them to all of us. 
 

APRIL IS BOXED DINNERS, CANNED CHILI AND ALL KINDS OF BEANS MONTH 
 

 

Camp Hope dinner is the 4th Tuesday of every month and in 

March we provided 21 dozen bagged cookies for the dinner.  

Bagged cookies are particularly welcome, as they can be stuck in 

a pocket and saved for later.  This month we will be serving our 

BBQ chicken on April 23. Help cooking the chicken and serving is 

needed.  Thank you to those who donated toward purchasing 

the chickens to cook during our St. Patrick’s Day Lunch on March 

17.  NW Harvest Volunteer Saturday remains the same, the 3rd Saturday of every 

month.  

Finance Update 

 Those attending the charge conference on March 17 voted to apply for a loan 

from the NW United Methodist Foundation for the needed maintenance and 

repairs around the church. 

 

Selah Food Bank 

Camp Hope and Northwest 

Harvest 
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I just return from a Spiritual Growth Retreat put on by UMW at 

Lazy F Camp outside of Ellensburg. We held our retreat in the new 

lodge. What beautiful lodge! It is a hidden gem. May 19th will be 

the dedication service for the lodge. This would be a great time to 

go and see our UMC camp. Camp registrations our out. Sign up for Grand Camp, family camp 

or sign up children and youth to attend camp. It is a great experience.  The church has 

scholarships available for children and youth to attend camp.  

 The theme for the weekend was Sisterhood of Grace. Our spiritual leader was Joyce 

O'Connor -Magee Pastor of Goldendale UMC. Pastor Joyce lead us through strong women of 

the old testament, some are not so well-known.  Here are the books and name of women we 

discussed: Puah and Shiphrah Exodus 1: 15-22, Deborah and Jael - Judges 4: 4-20, and Hannah 

and Mary 1 Samuel 2: 1-10. Read about these women what did they endure? Think about their 

spiritual faith as the faced some tough situations. 

Our next meeting is April 16th at 7:00 p.m. at the church. The Program is Prayer and Self-

Denial. A special offering will be taken. 

Tressa Cummings,  Selah UMW President 

 

 

Bud Hall Scholarship Opportunity 

Applications for the Bud Hall Memorial Scholarship for 2019 are available 

on the bulletin board in the Narthex. This scholarship can be awarded to 

any qualifying student who is a member, related to a member or regular 

attendee of the Selah United Methodist Church. Please see the application 

for additional requirements. Due date is April 14, 2019.   

SUMC Scholarship Committee 

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
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  Strategic Plan Updates 

 Goal V update:  Our next meeting: will be 4/15/19 6:30 pm @ the 

church.  We are continuing our focus with three possible areas of service.  

Those are La Casa Hogar, Central Washington Justice for Our Neighbors 

(CWJFON), and Union Gospel Mission.  We have met with La Casa Hogar again.  They have 

their annual fund raiser, the Connecting Communities Fiesta on May 19th from 2-6 pm.  Please 

hold the date and consider joining in as a group on the day, representing SUM and showing 

our desire to connect with our neighbors.  It will give a perfect opportunity to understand the 

important role that La Casa Hogar plays in our valley. 

 CWJFON has asked if we have an interest in accompanying immigrants when they have 

a court date.  We have asked for more information.  There will be a training provided for those 

who would like to participate in the vital role of Christian support. 

 The many options of service opportunities at Union Gospel Mission have been present 

to us and we will decide how to move forward with that opportunity at this next Goal V 

meeting.  We are a small and mighty church, continuing to look for ways to serve and answer 

God’s calling in our lives.  You are all welcome at this Goal V meeting on 4/15/19 at 6:30 pm.  

 On May 5 there will be a taco bar potluck after church, during which time we will take 

time to reconnect on the strategic plan, update ourselves on progress and plan further action.  

All are invited to participate.  

 Shelley Von Essen 

 

  Prayer Chain OOPS 
 Well, my bad – in last month’s newsletter I included an 

article saying that the church prayer chain wasn't active at 

this time.  Well, I was mistaken; it is alive and well and as we 

learned last Sunday functioning nicely. In fact, several new 

folk have recently signed up to be part of the chain.   Names 

of those participating are posted on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex.  If you have a prayer request, call either Donna 

Ruud at 697-8780 or Pastor Dirk at 388-1218 and they will  

      activate the prayer chain.   

       Becky Johnson 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Grouper Community Outreach 
 

The Small Group (G. Davis, Eisenhower, Jesperson, Kaumhaumer, Ruuds, 

Schramms, Drews), who in jest have been calling themselves the Groupers, 

have served meals this winter to the homeless youth at Rod's House. We are on the Rod's House 

calendar to serve on Fridays, April 26th and May 24th. We understand better the routine, 

quantities and preferences of the youth and wondered if, you, the congregation, might like to 

donate in April or May to the baked potato bar which has become a hit as well as easy for us to 

prepare. The clipboard will be passed around during the April church services if this seems like 

a service project that you would like to join. 

 

Fatten up those piggies! We will be calling them home to the church on May 5th and 12th and 

donating their piggy fat to Days for Girls. This is a national organization that sews and 

assembles sanitary health kits for young girls in third world countries who are unable to go to 

school during their time of the month. Donna and Connie have been sewing kits and are able to 

answer questions. We hope to have a representative come to church in 

April to show us their clever and colorful health bags. Please let us 

know if you need a pig. Eat, Piggy, eat - it's for a good cause!  
 
 

Linda Drew 
 

Table Talks Coming 

 As we continue to make this road by walking, we want to remind you that there are 

upcoming Table Talks happening in our district. Table Talks are opportunities to hear from 

leadership and practice respectful dialogue across differences, both of which are important in this 

Crossover Year and post-General Conference season.  Table Talks 3.0 were scheduled at multiple 

locations in our district and the last one is April 7 at 1:00 pm at our church 

We encourage you to register here in advance: http://greaternw.org/table-talks/ 

• Table Talks 4.0 will take place at Annual Conference (June 2019). 

  The Table Talks during Annual Conference this year will build upon the upcoming 3.0 

session. For this reason, we are encouraging a broader participation among folks in our local 

churches particularly our pastors, key leaders of every congregation and all lay voting members 

of the Annual Conference to attend any one of our Table Talks 3.0 event.  

  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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You can find more information about what to expect at the registration link. In the meantime, if 

you have questions about General Conference, there is an abundance of information available 

here: www.greaternw.org/gc2019 andhttp://westernjurisdictionumc.org/ahomeforall/ 

 ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 

 Our annual Easter Egg hunt will be Saturday, April 

20th, 11 am. This is open to ALL kids through 6th grade.  

Please bring wrapped candies and prizes to put in the eggs by 

Palm Sunday, April 14th.  Ladies Circle will be filling the eggs a 

few days before the Egg Hunt.  We will also need volunteers 

to hide eggs at 9 am the morning of the Easter Egg Hunt.  Any questions, please contact 

Tereica Kaumheimer or Cheryl Natland.  

       

GETTING THE WORD OUT ABOUT SUMC WITH “ADOPT-A-MONTH” 

In November, we began “Adopt-a-Month,” as a way to assure that SUMC is included every 

Saturday in the Yakima Herald's weekly church directory. When we 

launched this effort, we asked donors to choose a month to adopt, i.e., to 

contribute funds to pay for one month of weekly listings.  We were able 

to secure donors through October 2019! Thank you so much to everyone 

who pitched in. Your support has made this outreach possible. We want 

the community to know that our church doors are open. 

 Each post includes Sunday worship services, and information either about special 

services or events, or one of our regular offerings, such as Bible study. A particular post will 

run just once or be repeated, depending on what’s happening in the church.  Listings are limited 

to eight or so lines to stay within our budget. Of course, in April, Easter services and activities 

will be featured.  

 To continue these communications, we'll be asking members to adopt a month beginning 

this November and running through October 2020. The cost has been $42/month (or for months 

that have five Saturdays, $52 To learn more about Adopt-a-Month or to follow up on your 

current pledge, contact Lee Hamilton. An Adopt-a-Month sign-up for new pledges will be 

available this summer. Please consider adopting (or teaming up with someone to co-adopt) your 

favorite month.   

 Lee Hamilton         

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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 Birthdays      Anniversaries 

1        Anthony Schenk      1 Ron & Becky Johnson 
4        Ron Drew       4 Rex & Andrea Van Beek 
6        Leslie Blackaby      8 Bob & Donna Ruud 
8        Shelley Von Essen 
13      Seth Eisenhower  
15      Pat Barton 
15      Lana Adkins   
18      Carrie Schramm Mauss 
30      Florence Manske 
        
    
 

 

           April 7 – Margaret Antanaitis and Becky Johnson 

             April 14 – Cheryl Natland and Debbie Jesperson 

     April 21 – Joy McFarland and Tereica Kaumheimer 

    April 28 –  Susan Eisenhower and ??? 

  

 

We still need more teacher assistants! You don’t need to do any planning, you just need to 
be there to help the teacher. Please let Cheryl know if you are interested. 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APRIL CELEBRATIONS 
 

APRIL SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
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APRIL CALENDAR 
 

  1  Bible Study@1:00 pm, Simonson Room 

  3      Lent Book Study @6:00 pm,  Simonson Room 

  4  Ladies  Afternoon Circle @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room 

  7  UMM Breakfast @8:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

  Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary 

  Table Talks @ 1:00 pm  

  8   Bible Study @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room  

  9      Church Council Meeting @6:30 pm, Simonson Room 

10  Lent Book Study @6:00 pm,  Simonson Room 

14  Palm Sunday Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary           

  Lunch after Worship Service 

15 Bible Study @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room 

16     UMW meeting @7:00 pm, Simonson Room  

17     Lent Book Study @6:00 pm, Simonson Room    

18 Home Zone Team meeting @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room 

18 Maundy Thursday Service @7:00 pm Sanctuary 

20 Easter Egg Hunt @11:00 am Fellowship Hall 

 NW Harvest Volunteer Saturday @ 9:00 am at warehouse 

21     Easter Sunrise Service @6:00 am, Firepit 

 Decorate cross@7:00 am, Sanctuary 

 Easter Worship Service @10:30 am, Sanctuary 

22  Bible Study @1:00 am, Simonson Room 

23 Newsletter Articles Due 

23 Camp Hope dinner @ 5:00 pm – BBQ Chicken at church in the 

 afternoon 

28     Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary 

29  Bible Study @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room 

 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



S e l a h U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h 

1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah WA 98942 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 

Growing Into the Image of Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

“As a sacred body that 

worships God, we feed the 

soul of our communities, serve 

the needs around us, and open 

our hearts in respectful 

acceptance of all.” 

Vision Statement 

“Be an Energized Church. Our 

hands in constant prayer.” 

Newsletter articles for the 

April newsletter are due 

April 23rd! 

Articles can be emailed to 

bjoh461@fairpoint.net  

How to get hold of Pastor Dirk: 

Cell phone: (509) 388-1218 

Email:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com 
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