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         Now that we have had our winter in February, I am hoping for Spring weather in 

March.  March 6 is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the Lenten season. The Lenten 

season is a time of, repentance, self-denial, and a reflection on Jesus.  I know it is 

traditional to give up something for Lent like chocolate or fast food.  This year let’s try 

something new by starting a new activity.  Here are a few examples - take time to pray, 

read scripture, meditate, or some other spiritual activity. This is a great time to start a 

new spiritual practice.  I am also facilitating a book study during the six weeks of Lent.  

The book we will be studying is by Adam Hamilton - Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful 

Disciple.  Along with the study we will be having a soup and bread dinner.   The study will 

begin Wednesday nights being March 13 - April 17.  I hope you will join us.    

  March 17th the church will be having a Charge Conference following the Worship 

Service to discuss and vote on taking out a loan from the Northwest United Methodist 

Foundation. The loan would include money for painting the outside of the church, 

sealing and fixing the cracks in the parking lot and hanging gutters.  This is maintenance 

that is necessary to help maintain our building.  Not only are we going to have a Charge 

Conference but also a potluck, Yay.  I hope you are excited as I am.    

 Blessings ,  Pastor Dirk   

 

    

 

The Messenger 

https://tonyburgess1969.net/2016/02/10/today-is-ash-wednesday-the-beginning-of-lent/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

Page 2 

 

 Selah United Methodist Church Worship Team met on 

Friday, February 15th at Daniel’s kitchen. We reviewed 

comments that we have heard during the past month.  

There was a great deal of appreciation expressed for the 

special music, especially by Bill Walton. It makes people 

smile when he launches into one of his “Jazzy” 

arrangements of one of the hymns, or the happy birthday song.  Boy Scout Sunday 

was snowed out. Actually, the Scouts were some of the only ones to make it to 

church that day. Pastor Dirk will try to work with Scout leaders to reschedule Scout 

Sunday.  Lent is approaching quickly. Transfiguration Sunday will be observed on 

March 3rd. Pastor Dirk will be out of town officiating at the memorial service for 

Noah’s grandmother in Florida. He will fly from there to Salt Lake City to join the 

folk helping at the UMCOR Depot there. In his absence, Scott Klepach, Jr. will be 

leading the March 3rd service. Ash Wednesday is on March 6th, and Kevin Dow will 

be officiating at that service. The service will start at 7:00 PM.  Daylight Savings 

time starts on March 10th. Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead an hour before 

you go to bed on Saturday, March 9th. 

 The folks who are visiting the UMCOR Depot will be sharing their experiences 

with us on March 31st. Do you know what UMCOR stands for and what it does? 

Come and hear about the experiences some of the members of our church had 

earlier in the month.  There was discussion of how to promote our worship service 

and we would like to have advertisement about our Easter services – Palm Sunday 

and the two Easter Sunday Services.  Have our services included in the 

advertisement in the Yakima Herald Republic was discussed.  Is there someone 

who would like to provide the financial support for this advertisement?  If so, let 

Pastor Dirk or Kevin know.   

 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
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 March Is Boxed Dinners and Canned Fruit Month!! 

 The past two months of cold and snow have been doozies for everyone. The 

volunteers at the Selah Food Bank were right there helping people feed their cold 

and hungry families like the weather was no big deal. They are some of the most 

dedicated people. Lead volunteer,  Tammie, asks for the warm food basics of any 

kind of canned soup and any boxed dinners including Hamburger Helper, Rice a 

Roni and the always favored Mac n Cheese.  She says they could use some canned 

fruit,  as well.  

 

 The Selah families count on the food bank every week and every month. 

They are grateful to the food bank for being there when times and weather are 

tough. Thank you SUMC for always being there, too. 

February Is Box Dinners and Canned Fruit 

Month.  
 

 

 

Camp Hope dinner is the 4th Tuesday of every month and we 

provided cookies and helped serve.  NW Harvest Volunteer Saturday 

remains the same, the 3rd Saturday of every month. Five folks from 

SUMC volunteered at NW Harvest in February helping with their 

backpack mission.  

 

 

 

 

 

Selah Food Bank 

Camp Hope and Northwest 

Harvest 
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March is a celebration month for United Methodist Women. The 

organization has been around for 150 years. A group of 

eight women got together on March 23, 1869 in Boston, 

Massachusetts to discuss the desperate health care and 

educational needs of women in India. They raised funds to send to send two women 

missionaries to India. The meeting of these eight women started a greater outreach to other 

women to form the organization of the Women's Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church.  Later the organizations merged with five other women's organizations to 

form the Women's Society of Christian Service and the Wesleyan Service Guild. The 

organization grew and evolved through the years to the present name United Methodist 

Women. March 31st we will have a birthday celebration to commemorate 150 years of UMW 

after the church service.  

 A bit of History: The first two missionaries sent to India Isabella Thoburn set up a 
program of education for women which lead to the first Christian College for women. It is 
still in operation today and funded by UMW Women. ( Women's College of Lucknow 
University) Isabella Thoburn is the great, great, Aunt of Mary Huycke our District 
Superintendent.  Clara Swain was sent to Bareilly, India as a physician to provide medical care 
for women and children. The Clara Swain Hospital is still in operation today. 
 
March 19th at 7:00 p.m. is our next meeting. 
 

Pacific Northwest Conference of UMW is hosting a Spiritual Retreat March 22- 24 at Lazy F 

Camp and Retreat Center. The theme is "Sisterhood of Grace".  All women are welcome, you 

do not need to be a member of UMW. This is a time for renewal of your spirit and 

relaxation. Cost is $115.00 includes meals. 

More information posted on the Bulletin Board under the UMW section. Scholarships are 

available. If you are interested talk To Tressa Cummings.  

 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
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   Bud Hall Scholarship Opportunity 

 

  Applications for the Bud Hall Memorial Scholarship for 2019 are available on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex. This scholarship can be awarded to any qualifying student who 

is a member, related to a member or regular attendee of the Selah United Methodist Church. 

Please see the application for additional requirements. Due date is April 14, 2019.   

 

SUMC Scholarship Committee 

 

 

     Strategic Plan Updates 

 Lyle and Shelley Von Essen continue to lead the Goal 5 Team.  They met with La Casa 

Hogar and have a second meeting scheduled for mid-March, after Pastor Dirk is back from 

UMCOR.  They also had a full tour and lunch at Union Gospel Mission and learned there are 

several opportunities to serve there.  In addition, there are pastoral changes coming in 

Ellensburg and we are talking about meeting once again with Jen and this time, hopefully, the 

ED of the Ellensburg JFON (Justice for Our Neighbors) branch.   

 We are looking for leaders for Goals 2 and 3, which have been summarized as:  Goal 2:  
Identify and attempt to contact all current and past attendees and identify 3 target groups for 
new outreach to Selah Community (Selah School District has already been identified and 
Pastor Dirk and others are volunteering there).   Goal 3: Build team for visiting members, 
identify community groups that could use our church for meetings and plan new programs 
that might attract kids.  
  
 May 19 there will be a potluck after church, during which time we will take time to 

reconnect on the strategic plan, update ourselves on progress and plan further action.  All are 

invited to participate.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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          March  3 – Margaret Antanaitis 

         March 10 – Susan Eisenhower and Brandy Voight 

    March 17 – Joy McFarland and Becky Johnson 

   March 24 –  Tereica Kaumheimer and Maya Voight 

  March 31 – Cheryl Natland and Debbie Jesperson or Chuck Natland 

 

We still need more teacher assistants! You don’t need to do any planning, you just need to be 

there to help the teacher. Please let Cheryl know if you are interested. 

MARCH CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays  Anniversaries 

    5       Corbyn Lowell       3  Ron and Linda Drew 
    5       Ryan Mead 
    6       Bev Goodman       17 Don and Connie Schramm 
    6       Keirna Hayman 
    7       Margaret Antanaitis 
   10     Dee Hayman 
   11     Michelle McFarland     Let the church office know if you 
   14     Judy Jones       birthday or anniversary is missing   
   15     Robert Antanaitis        
   15     Lyle Von Essen        
   21     Andrea Van Beek        
   24     Robert Shoddy        
   25     Duward Massie 
   27     Lauryn Baranowski 
   29     Becky Johnson 
   30     Laura Eidson 

MARCH SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

   Easter is late this year, which means Shrove 

Tuesday and Ash Wednesday is also later than normal.  

Shrove Tuesday will be March 5 and we will again be having 

our annual Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner.  Many of the folks who have 

organized it in the past will be in Salt Lake City that day working at the 

UMCOR West warehouse, however, the dinner will go on.  There is a 

volunteer to cook the pancakes – now we just need you to come.  Pancakes 

and beverages will be provided – you need to bring your favorite pancake 

topping to share.  This is always a fun and relaxing evening of good food and 

good company.  We invite the boy scout troop that meets in the fellowship 

hall to join us and usually a few do, so it is also a nice opportunity to meet 

the young men and their families.  Dinner is at 6:15 – need a little time to set 

up after the Home Zone closes at 6:00.   

Becky Johnson 

Prayer Chain Update Needed 

 Our church has in the past had a prayer chain that  folks in need of 

prayer support could contact.  Those who have been at the top of the prayer 

chain, and responsible for passing on the prayer requests are no longer able 

to assume this role or have moved away.  We need to get another one set 

up.  If you are interested in being part of the prayer chain, and in particular 

being the person to contact when there is a prayer request, please let Pastor 

Dirk know.   

 

 

          

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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The United Methodist General Conference is reaching 

its final decision as this newsletter is being prepared.  

Whatever the decision is, we should all strive to follow Jesus commandment in 

John 13, 34-35:  34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 

Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Lunch 

March 17, instead of having a potluck after church, Chuck will be cooking 

Corned Beef and Cabbage for lunch.  Please let Chuck know if you would like to contribute 

something for the lunch – corned beef, cabbage,  potatoes or rolls.   I know there will be 

some folks who are not fond of Corned Beef and Cabbage (which includes Becky), so she is 

going to make a pot of stew.   

 

FINANCE UPDATE 

On March 17 we will be holding a Charge Conference in conjunction 

with lunch to seek the congregation’s authorization to obtain a loan from 

the NW United Methodist Foundation for major maintenance on the 

church - painting the outside of the church, installing gutters in spots 

where we don’t have them and fixing cracks in our parking lot.  

Donations from generous members of the church will decrease the 

amount of the loan.   

Becky Johnson, finance chair 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This Photo by 

http://thefoodduo.com/the-green-top-10-10-vegan-things-to-do-on-st-patricks-day/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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  3 UMM Breakfast @8:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

 Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary    

 5  Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner @6:15 pm Fellowship Hall; bring pancake         

  topping to share 

 6  Ash Wednesday service, @7:00 pm, Sanctuary 

 7  Ladies  Afternoon Circle @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room 

10  Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary, First Sunday of Lent 

12      Church Council Meeting @6:30 pm, Simonson Room 

13  Lent Book Study 

16 NW Harvest Volunteer Saturday @ 9:00 am at warehouse 

17 Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary 

         Lunch and Charge Conference after Worship Service 

 19    UMW meeting @7:00, Simonson Room 

 20    Lent Book Study     

 21 Home Zone Team meeting @ 1:00, Simonson Room 

24     Worship Service @ 10:30, Sanctuary 

25 Newsletter Articles Due 

26 Camp Hope dinner @ 5:00 pm, meet at Wesley 

27      Lent Book Study 

31     Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary, UMCOR Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MARCH  CALENDAR 
 



 

S e l a h U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h 

 

1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah WA 98942 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 

 

Growing Into the Image of Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

“As a sacred body that 

worships God, we feed the 

soul of our communities, serve 

the needs around us, and open 

our hearts in respectful 

acceptance of all.” 

Vision Statement 

“Be an Energized Church. Our 

hands in constant prayer.” 

Newsletter articles for the 

April newsletter are due 

March 25th! 

Articles can be emailed to 

bjoh461@fairpoint.net  

How to get hold of Pastor Dirk: 

Cell phone: (509) 388-1218 

Email:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com 

mailto:selahumc@fairpoint.net
mailto:bjoh461@fairpoint.net
mailto:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com

