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I don't want to survive.  I want to live.  
 My very favorite Pixar movie is “WALL-E".  It is a movie about wanting more out of 
life.  The plucky main character knows somehow, despite his programming, that there is some-
thing in the world besides crushing garbage.  He finds joy and wonder in the cast off belong-
ings of the people who have abandoned the planet.  Christmas lights, VHS tapes, Rubik cubes, 
jewelry boxes; there are so many things that WALL-E has saved and cherished.  This detritus 
has shaped his character and made him more than he was.  That is precisely what made him 
want more.  In an enviable twist, WALL-E's quest to get more out of life led directly to others 
leaving their safe and comfortable worlds that had been created for them.  They were infected 
by his enthusiasm and felt the need for more as well.  WALL-E's influence spread from a dead 
planet into space to inspire EVE, the other robots, John, Mary, and other people on a space-
ship until the climactic moment the Captain of the Axiom declares, "I don't want to survive.  I 
want to live."  The world has been changed irrevocably by the simple desire of one little robot 
who wants more. 
 One of the reasons "WALL-E" is my favorite is that I can identify with the main charac-
ter.  I am a creature of habit.  I will happily put my head down, get through my assigned tasks, 
and not really think about what else is going on.  I will occasionally look up at my surround-
ings, but if left to my own devices I can go days without speaking to another human being and 
barely notice.  When I do notice, I think to myself, 'This can't be right'.  My life cannot be so 
small that I don't even notice the smallness of it.  I cannot be so enmeshed in my routines that 
I don't even notice what is missing.  Sadly, that is a truth of my life.  These revelations come in 
strange and unusual ways.  At one point in life I noticed that I had been packing the same 
sandwich in my lunch for two years.  Two years of ham and swiss!  I found it a sad statement 
on my life and bought myself some salami and provolone.  In fact I made it a policy to buy 
whichever deli meat was on sale that week.  I packed corned beef, turkey, and ham.  I really 
changed it up and packed leftovers and frozen dinners.  Once a week I would go out for lunch. 
It didn't take long however for that to become its very own routine.  Sandwich on Monday, left-
overs on Tuesday, eat out on Wednesday... you know how it goes.  I do so love my routines. 
 In the overall scheme of life what I eat for lunch is a relatively small issue but, for me, it 
is indicative of a larger trend.  I don't try new things.  I don't go new places.  I don't meet new 
people.  I survive, happily and comfortably for the most part, but I don't know if I live.  My life 
can be so much bigger than it is.  There is so much to do and say out there in the world.  I know 
this, but it is hard to leave my comfortable space to go find it.  I want a bigger life, but going 
out and getting one is terrifying.  Maybe that's why I like WALL-E so much.  He does what I 
think about doing.  He enthusiastically grabs the wider world and lives into it.  There are con-

sequences and they are frightening and 
heart-breaking but he goes forwards any-
way.  I should be so brave.  We should all be 
so brave. 
      

  ~Pastor Kendra 
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Selah	Food	Bank 

Worship	Assistants	

February 

5 Duward Massie 

12 Becky Johnson (possibly 

Scouts) 

19 Brandy Voight 

26 Kyan Helseth 

 

If you would like to be included in 

the schedule, please let the church 

office know. 

If you are unable to be the Worship 

Assistant on your scheduled date 

please find a subs1tute. Please call 

someone or switch with someone 

on the schedule. 

 

If you change your assigned date 

the Church Secretary can correct it 

in the bulle1n if you let him know 

soon enough. 

 

 

It has been more than chilly this past month. Please forgive 

the silly pun, but the food bank’s special request this month 

is chili. Yes, chili! Canned chili is probably the easiest to pur-

chase, but the makings of a good pot of chili- beans, toma-

toes, spices, packaged mix- would also be good. Whatever 

your favorite cold winter day staple might be, (soup, mac ’n’ 

cheese, hot chocolate), it will help provide a warm meal to a 

needy family. Know that whatever non-perishable you can 

give is gratefully received by the 

volunteers at the Selah Food 

Bank.  They say thank you. 

February is Chili Month! 
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Happening Around the Church... 

We are sponsoring  the American Red Cross February 16 blood 

drive at the Selah Civic Center and help is needed.  Sponsoring 

the drive involves helping set up tables, chairs and equipment be-

fore the drive begins, checking donors in when they arrive and 

serving them snacks after donation.  The drive is from 1:00 to 6:00 

pm - help setting up is needed beginning at 12:00 and take down 

is around 7:00 pm.  From 1:00 to 6:00 2 to 4 people are needed to 

check in donors and fix and serve snacks.  Donations of cookies, 

bread, cheese and mayo for sandwiches is also 

needed.  I have posted a signup sheet in the 

Narthex around the first of February.  This is a 

great opportunity to help the community and visit 

with local folks as they come in to donate blood. 

~Becky Johnson 

 

Ten volunteers packed 

meals for The Backpack 

Mission at Northwest Har-

vest on January 21st. We 

averaged 1.5 hours each which translates to 15 hours of 

SUMC volunteer service to the community. 

 

Please let us know what service you are doing in the community! 
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Happening Around the Church... 

Selah United Methodist Women  

Valen�ne Tea 

February 11, 2017 

11:30 am - Come and make Valentine Cards! 
12:00 p.m. - Lunch 

 

We will have paper, stamps, ribbon, and s�ckers to create some fun 

Valen�ne cards.  

Finger sandwiches, vegetable tray, fruit plate, deli-

cious cookies,  tea and punch will be served for lunch. Bring something 

special that has to do with Valen�ne's Day. A poem, story, something 

you received as a gi&, or wear something with hearts.  

Invite a friend to come join us in fellowship, fun, and food. 

 

~Tressa Cummings 

Selah UMW President 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Feed 

February is here, which means the end of winter 

is in sight!! February brings days with longer day-

light hours and our annual Shrove Tuesday pan-

cake dinner.  This year Shrove Tuesday is on 

February 28. The dinner will begin at 6:15 pm; we 

will provide the pancakes, you just need to bring your favorite 

pancake topping to share.  This is always a relaxing evening for 

visiting and relaxing and getting ready for Lent, leading up to 

Easter.  Mark your calendar!! 
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Happening Around the Church... 

Home Zone News 

As we begin this New Year we have had lots of changes, all for the better-

ment of our special little program.  With the minimum wage increase we were 

forced to increase our tuition rates.  With any significant change of this nature I 

was expecting a riot (ha-ha) but much to my surprise not one of our families even 

questioned the decision.  

Our enrollment has been steady. We full in our preschool room as well as 

our before and after school program. 

 The kids are enjoying their weekly bible lessons, parents too; we have re-

ceived some positive feedback J To say that we are blessed with a wonderful fam-

ily unit here at Home Zone is an understatement. Here’s to 2017! 

         ~Shannon  

 

There are three vacancies on the Finance Committee that we would 

love to have filled.  Currently, those serving are all chairs of committees 

that place them on the committee.  We could use some at large mem-

bers, which means you don't have to be on any other committee in or-

der to be involved in helping guide the financial decisions of the 

church.  Finance Committee typically meets on the third Wednesday of 

each month at 6:00 pm.  Most often are meetings are only 30 minutes 

long.    

There is also one vacancy on the Trustees committee.  We meet on the 

second Tuesday of the month at 5:30 pm - and we only meet if we have 

business to take care of. During months when we have projects to take 

care of or work days, we often don't meet.   

Please let Becky know if you are interested in serv-

ing on either of these committees. 

~Becky Johnson 
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The Worship Commi7ee met February 5th at Tailgaters for their regular monthly 

mee1ng. The commi7ee reviewed Advent and Christmas services, and reported 

that they had received posi1ve feedback on the shorter ritual that was used this 

year for the Advent Candleligh1ng. The commi7ee will consider recommending 

that for next year as well.  We also discussed poinse:as, and the struggle we have 

keeping them alive for the whole season, It was suggested that next year, in addi-

1on to asking if folk are wan1ng to purchase poinse:as to decorate the sanctuary, 

that we solicit folk to come in and care for them as well. 

There was a discussion about Christmas Eve. The service was only sparsely a7end-

ed. Was the reduc1on in a7endance caused by Christmas Eve falling on Saturday 

with another service less than twenty-four hours later? Would we a7ract more 

people if we held the service at another 1me? These ques1ons will be addressed 

again next year as Christmas approaches. It was also felt that we needed some ad-

ver1sing for the special services in addi1on to Facebook and the church's website. 

There was posi1ve feedback about the Home Zone Christmas pageant, and the din-

ner by and for the congrega1on and Home Zone families and staff. It was a success, 

and recommenda1ons are to do it again next year. The Commi7ee also discussed 

the possibility of a joint Vaca1on Bible School including the church and the Home 

Zone. 

Kevin Dow will be preaching on February 5th as a hedge against Pastor Kendra's 

flight from Sea7le being delayed. She can only get the late flight out of Sea7le, 

which doesn't land in Yakima un1l aEer midnight. Boy Scouts have been invited to 

par1cipate in the worship service on February 12th, which is recognized by The 

United Methodist Church as Boy Scout Sunday. 

Transfigura1on Sunday will be celebrated on February 26th. Shrove Tuesday (Mardi 

Gras) will be February 28th with the tradi1onal pancake feed, and Ash Wednesday 

is March 1st. An Ash Wednesday service will be held that evening.  

Grace and peace, Kevin 

Happening Around the Church... 
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5—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary)—
Communion 

11—Valentine Tea @ 11:30am  
12—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary)—

Scout Sunday 

15—Finance Committee @ 6:00pm 

15—Ad Council @ 6:30pm 

16—Red Cross Blood Drive @ Civic Center 
16—HomeZone Steering Committee @ 6:30pm 

18—Northwest Harvest @ 9:00am (NW Harvest Yakima Ware-
house) 

19—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary) 
21—United Methodist Women @ 7:00pm (Simonson Room) 

26—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary)—Transfiguration Sunday 

28—Shrove Tuesday Pancake Feed @ 6:15pm 

Birthdays Anniversaries 

1 Cody Natland 

3 Ron Johnson; Lynn Hoselton; 

 Tereica Kaumheimer 

9  Brandy Voight 

10  Brianna Smith 

12  Curt Natland 

14  Linda Drew; Dorothy Jus1ce 

15 Des1ny Baynes 

17  Debbie Jesperson 

19  Grace Snodgrass 

26 Gare7 Brown; Dillon Hulse 

1 Raymond and Mary Tayer 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not 

listed or is incorrect, please let the 

church office know. 

Coming Up! 

March 1—Ash Wednesday; March—Dessert Auc1on for camperships; One Great Hour of Sharing 
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Youth Group will continue to meet on Mondays from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Wesley, unless otherwise 

noted! 

We feel it is right for youth to have their 1me and space to bond with each other, share their stories, and 

become disciples of Jesus Christ. We also feel youth should not be secluded from the rest of church life. 

Our focus is to create a safe space for youth to form rela1onships that will help the group share the love 

of God to others. While we do enjoy fun and games, our main focus is to look at God’s Word, pray for our 

youth group members and others, and exercise servant leadership to others in the Yakima Valley and be-

yond. We hold special events throughout the year in addi1on to weekly gatherings. Our youth are also 

ac1vely involved in camps, mission/service trips, Day Camp/Vaca1on Bible School and other programs. 

Our youth group consists of grades 6-12 and meets regularly on Monday evenings from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Our Wesley youth have combined with youth from Selah UMC and others. All are welcome. 

For any ques1ons, please call Sco7 at the church office at 966-2370, or by email at 

sco7.klepach@wesleyofyakima.org. 

 

♦ Monday, February 6: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. "Dilemmas." Week 3: Valuing Values. Highlights: 

Study that is scriptural and applicable to your life, prayer, some games and activities, and 

snacks. 

 

♦ Fancy Dessert Auction at Wesley UMC on Sunday, Feb. 12 at 10:30 a.m (Fundraiser for mis-

sion trip) 

♦ Monday, February 13: 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. "Dilemmas." Week 4: Choices and Consequences. 

Highlights: Study that is scriptural and applicable to your life, prayer, some games and activi-

ties, and snacks. 

 

♦ Monday, February 20: Youth Group Get Air Yakima! Time/details: TBA. 

 

♦ Monday, February 27: Begins at 6:30 p.m. Multiple Meal Mondays. The plan is to meet 

at Wesley and then ride together on the bus to several houses belonging to youth families. 

We will have a progressive meal; at each stop, we will enjoy a new course. For example: The 

first stop will feature appetizers; the second stop will feature an entree or heavier appetizers; 

the final stop will feature dessert.  

~Sco- Klepach Jr. 
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1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah, WA 98942-8817 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 
Mission Statement  

“Let us be a sacred body that wor-

ships God, feeds the soul of our 

communi1es, serves the needs 

around us, and opens our hearts in 

respecUul acceptance of all.”  

 

Vision Statement  

“Be an Energized Church. Our hands 

in constant prayer.”  

Growing Into the Image of Christ 

Newsle7er ar1cles for the next 

newsle7er are due   

February 25th! 

Ar1cles can be emailed to  

mlhelseth@gmail.com or the 

church 

How to get ahold of Pastor Kendra: 

Cell phone: (509) 833-9108 

Email: behnsmit@hotmail.com 

Follow her blog: Pastor in Mouse Ears 

h7ps://pastorinmouseears.wordpress.com  

Selah United Methodist Church 


