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The Messenger 
Selah United Methodist Church 

April 2017 

I know it has felt like a long winter and I am hoping 

that the Spring flowers decide to make an appearance 

soon! When they do please remember to bring any 

fauna dona!ons to the church to be included in our 

Easter Cross decora!ons! You may leave them in the 

office the weekend of Easter or bring them Easter 

morning. 

We will be decora!ng following the SonRise service at 

7:00am so please join us! No experience necessary! 

Easter Flowers and decorators needed! 

On March 18th, Volunteer Saturday at North-
west Harvest, six volunteers packed food for 
a total of 8 community outreach hours. Nice! 

Some busy yard gnome has been pruning and 
clipping the bushes and roses around the church. It is beginning to 
look a lot like Spring!  

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky has announced her appointment of the Rev. Mary Huycke as Seven Rivers District 

Superintendent, effec!ve July 1, 2017. Mary is well known to the people and churches of the Seven Rivers Dis-

trict, having served as its district superintendent from 2009 !ll 2013. A graduate of Fuller Theological Seminary, 

she was ordained an elder in 1997. 

Mary has served new and established local churches, but is best known across The United Methodist Church 

for her work as a coach, author and consultant with Courageous Space, an extension ministry. She was the first 

elected clergy delegate to the 2016 General Conference from the Pacific Northwest. 

Mary lives by the wisdom that “leaders lead.” 

While it is unusual for a district superintendent to serve the same district twice, it is allowed, up to a total of eight years. Mary will fol-

low Rev. Juli Reinholz, who is returning to a local church in July, Pioneer United Methodist Church in Walla Walla, a@er four years as 

district superintendent. 
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Happening Around the Church... 

Selah United Methodist Women  

We will be puAng together hygiene bags for Rod's House at our May 

mee!ng. Listed below are items we need to complete the bags.  

toothbrushes 

toothpaste (travel size) 

wash cloths 

combs 

deodorant 

razors 

shaving cream (travel size) 

 

We appreciate any dona!ons of these items! 

 
April 18th will be our next meeting at 7:00 p.m. The program is Prayer and Self 
Denial. Along with the program we will be cutting out gowns for UMCOR Lay-
ette kits and hygiene shields for Days for Girls project. 
 

~Tressa Cummings 

Selah UMW President 

Afternoon Circle 

Isn't it nice to see spring again!! 
 

 Since spring brings to mind cleaning, Circle is making plans to have the carpets 
cleaned upstairs during spring break.  It is also time to help out the Easter bunny who will 
have his hunt on April 15th.  A big thank you to Tereica & Cheryl for getting this organized.  
We have the eggs all ready to be stuffed with delicious goodies.  We are grateful to all who 
can donate to the cause.  April 9th is the deadline for candy & remember all that doesn't fit in 
the eggs, the bunny eats, so remember to have it small enough to fit into the eggs.   It also 
needs to be individually wrapped.  Please leave candy in the office or the Simonson Room.  
Circle is paying for the prizes for the kids this year.  It will be fun! 
 

We meet again on April 6th at 1:00p.m. In the Simonson Room.  Hilda is our hostess.  You 
are welcome to join us. 
 

 Donna Ruud 

 President   
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Worship	Committee 

Worship	Assistants	

March 

2 Margaret Antanai!s  

9 Nicolai Kreger 

16 Makenna Helseth 

23  Cheryl Natland 

30 Chuck Natland 

 

If you would like to be included in 

the schedule, please let the church 

office know. 

If you are unable to be the Worship 

Assistant on your scheduled date 

please find a subs!tute. Please call 

someone or switch with someone 

on the schedule. 

 

If you change your assigned date 

the Church Secretary can correct it 

in the bulle!n if you let him know 

soon enough. 

 

 

The Worship Committee met on March 8th
 at Taqueria Los Primos and reviewed some of the activities 

from the past month and made recommendations for upcoming events.  
The Dessert Auction during worship was deemed a success. No complaints were heard, and the majority 
of folk who attended said it was a fun event. One suggestion the committee made was not to hold it on a 
Communion Sunday in the future, but we think it is an activity that could be repeated. 
In spite of the low attendance on Ash Wednesday (only six persons plus the pastor) it was decided that 
we would recommend holding the Maundy Thursday service. It will be held at 7 PM on April 13th. There 
will be an “Event” created on our Facebook page encouraging everyone to attend the service, and we are 
hoping that everyone will respond by liking the event and sharing it with friends. 
Enough EcoPalms have been ordered to supply around 80 people, and there will be an insert on Palm 
Sunday explaining the advantages of using EcoPalms. Mike and Michelle Helseth have agreed to coordi-
nate the decoration of the cross on Easter morning, and are encouraging everybody to bring fresh flowers 
following the Sunrise Service for the decoration. 
The Wesley Club from Central Washington University will be leading worship at Selah UMC on May 21st. 
Mother’s Day (Festival of the Christian Home) is on May 14th, and Confirmation will also be celebrated that 
day with a cake honoring both mothers and the confirmands from both Selah and Wesley. 
The committee also discussed how we can be more welcoming. A thanks to Len Hoselton, who greets us 

every Sunday and hands us our bulletins, but how do the rest of us deal with visitors? Probably 95% of us 

could name most of the people in the congregation on any given Sunday, but do we make an effort to get 

to know those we can’t name? When we come into the sanctuary, do we search out new people and sit 

with one of them? Do we go with them to the cookie table after worship, or just leave them while we visit 

with our friends? Do we take time to make sure they are introduced to Pastor Kendra? Do we remember 

to wear our name tags so other people can get to know our names (if they don’t know them already)? In 

short, do we treat them as strangers or as friends? Jesus calls us to reach out to the stranger in our midst. 
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Selah	Food	Bank 

I wonder if people began baking to get rid of the winter doldrums? A 

month ago we sure weren’t making much progress at geAng rid of the 

snow. When I visited the Selah Food Bank this week, two people were 

reques!ng sugar. The volunteers looked at me and said that they have 

had a run on sugar and flour. This is a new request - I don’t think we 

have collected these staples in the past. If you find a good deal on a 

larger bag, that works too because they divide up the 5 and 10 pound 

bags so as to have more to offer to their families. You know that any 

non-perishable staple will help the food bank. It 

is always there, every week, to help the many 

Selah area residents feed - and bake! - for their 

families. By the way, the food bank picked up 

101 pounds of food this week from the SUMC 

food basket. Not Bad!  

APRIL IS SUGAR AND FLOUR MONTH 

Trustees 

The spring work day to spruce the church up before Easter will be April 8 beginning 

at 10:00.  We will work in the flower beds, parking lot, pick up trash and clean up the 

inside of the church.  If you are not available on the 8th, but have !me to do some 

work around the church feel free on your on schedule.  It is always nice to see work 

done around the church.  A new door knob and lock has been put in the door to the 

fellowship hall, so if you have a key to the church, it doesn't work in that door any 

more.  The lock has both a key entry and combina!on entry.  I will get the combina!on 

to those that regularly need access to the fellowship hall/kitchen in the evening and 

weekends.  You can come in through the upstairs door and unlock the door from the 

inside.  
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Fundraisers 

Community Days is the weekend of May 20 and with that 

comes our annual chicken BBQ.  I s!ll need to confirm with 

the UMM that they are prepared to cook the chicken, but 

plan on keeping that weekend open to help set up, take 

down, BBQ or sell chicken.  I 

will post a signup sheet by 

the end of the month.  Many 

members of the community 

look forward to ea!ng our 

chicken each year.  

Summer is quickly approaching and with it our 

two 4-H horse show concession stand fundrais-

ers.  This year the first will be the weekend 

of June 22 to 25 and the second is August 11 

- 13.  Please put these on 

your calendar and plan on 

helping.  More informa!on to 

come.  



6 

Selah United 

Methodist Church 
 

1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah, WA  98942 

509-697-7504 
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2—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary)—
Communion 

6—Afternoon Circle @1:00pm (Simonson 
Room) 

8—Spring Clean up Day @10:00am 

9—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary) 
13—Maunday Thursday Service @7:00pm 

15—Easter egg hunt @11:00am 

15—Northwest Harvest @ 9:00am (NW Harvest Yakima Warehouse) 
16—Sunrise Service @ 6:00am (Fire pit); Decorating Cross @ 
7:00am (Sanctuary); Worship @10:30am (Sanctuary)—Easter 
18—United Methodist Women @ 7:00pm (Simonson Room) 

19—Finance Committee @ 4:00pm (CliftonLarsonAllen office, 610 
N 39th Ave )  

19—Ad Council @ 6:30pm 

20—HomeZone Steering Committee @ 6:30pm 

23—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary) 
30—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary) 

Birthdays Anniversaries 

1 Anthony Schenk  

4 Ron Drew  

6 Leslie Blackaby  

8 Shelley Von Essen  

12 Tammy Kuebler  

13 Seth Eisenhower  

15 Pat Barton; Lana Adkins 

18 Carrie (Schramm) Mauss  

1 Ron & Becky Johnson  

4 Rex & Andrea Van 

Beek  

8 Bob & Donna Ruud  

If your birthday or anniversary is not 

listed or is incorrect, please let the 

church office know. 
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Youth Group will continue to meet on Mondays from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Wesley, unless otherwise noted! 

We feel it is right for youth to have their !me and space to bond with each other, share their stories, and become disciples of Jesus 

Christ. We also feel youth should not be secluded from the rest of church life. Our focus is to create a safe space for youth to form 

rela!onships that will help the group share the love of God to others. While we do enjoy fun and games, our main focus is to look 

at God’s Word, pray for our youth group members and others, and exercise servant leadership to others in the Yakima Valley and 

beyond.  

Our youth group consists of grades 6-12 and meets regularly on Monday evenings from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Our Wesley youth have com-

bined with youth from Selah UMC and others. All are welcome. 

For any ques!ons, please call ScoT at the church office at 966-2370, or by email at scoT.klepach@wesleyofyakima.org. 

Heads up! Below is a look at what's happening for Youth Group over the next few months. I will need adult volunteers to join me as 

well, so please prayerfully consider when you might be able to help! 
 

Monday, April 3: 6:30-8:30 p.m. Movie Night! Pixar’s Inside Out. Bring food to share! 

Monday, April 10: 6:30-8:00 p.m. Earth Day activity, Part One! Plus: games and more. 
Monday, April 17: 6:30-8:00 p.m. Earth Day activity, Part Two! Plus: games and more. 

Monday, April 24: 6:30-8:00 p.m. “Grace” series #1: “Broken.” 

Monday, May 1: 6:30-8:00 p.m. “Grace” series #2: “Stress.” 
Monday, May 8: 6:30-8:00 p.m. “Grace” series #3: “Fear.” 

Monday, May 15: 6:30-8:00 p.m. “Grace series #4: “Doubt.” 
Monday, May 22: 6:30-8:00 p.m. Labyrinth walking, reflection. 

Saturday, May 27-Monday, May 29: CONVO! (Biggest youth gathering in the conference—at University of Puget Sound. I’m taking 

a group, so you should all sign up! More details soon.) 
Monday, June 5: Yakima Valley Pippins Night! 

Monday, June 12: End of School BBQ. (May need to shift to June 19th) 
Monday, June 19: Skateland: Christian Music Night. (Unless End of School BBQ need to be shifted to this date.) 

Monday, June 26: No Youth Group. 

Monday, July 3: TBD. 
Monday, July 10: No Youth Group. 

Monday, July 17: No Youth Group. 

Monday, July 24: TBD. 
Sunday, July 30-Saturday, August 5: Mission trip with Sierra Service Project.  

~Sco� Klepach Jr. 
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1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah, WA 98942-8817 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 
Mission Statement  

“Let us be a sacred body that wor-

ships God, feeds the soul of our 

communi!es, serves the needs 

around us, and opens our hearts in 

respecVul acceptance of all.”  

 

Vision Statement  

“Be an Energized Church. Our hands 

in constant prayer.”  

Growing Into the Image of Christ 

NewsleTer ar!cles for the next 

newsleTer are due   

April 25th! 

Ar!cles can be emailed to  

mlhelseth@gmail.com or the 

church 

How to get ahold of Pastor Kendra: 

Cell phone: (509) 833-9108 

Email: behnsmit@hotmail.com 

Follow her blog: Pastor in Mouse Ears 

hTps://pastorinmouseears.wordpress.com  

Selah United Methodist Church 


