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The Messenger 
Selah United Methodist Church 

May 2017 

Every year when we put out the plea for flowers 

for the Easter cross, we worry that there will never 

be enough. Yet, it is always like the feeding of the 

5000 and there is always more than enough! There 

were so many flowers that we had le% overs. And 

the abundance of help made light work. I can not 

thank the people of the church  enough for their 

support each year in this beau(ful tradi(on! 

A huge amount of thanks! 

Eight youth came to help at the East-
er Egg hunt! They hid eggs, helped 
the kids, and protected wildlife! 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW PASTOR 

Our church received a le*er from Juli Reinholz, district superintendent, regarding appointment of a new pastor. 

The le*er was read aloud during the April 30th worship service. The le*er reads as follows: 

     "On behalf of Bishop Elaine Stanovsky, the Pacific Northwest Cabinet of the United Methodist 

Church and the Staff Parish Committee of Selah UMC, I would like to announce that effective July 1, 

2017, Rev. Dirk Robinson, Provisional Elder, will be appointed to Selah UMC. Dirk comes to you with a 

sense of new vision and hope. He is anxious to build communications and connections within your 

church and the community outside the walls of the church. Dirk will bring energy and openness to all 

peoples in all walks of life. I pray continued blessings on your congregation as you move through this 

transition. I also ask you to pray for Kendra and Brianna as they move on in their journey.  May God’s 

grace cover all." 

     Pastor Robinson, whose appointment to our church is full-time, plans to be on board to lead the July 

2nd worship service. The SPR Committee will continue its work to assure a smooth transition. If you 

have any questions about the appointment, contact SPR Committee co-chairs Chuck Natland 

[Razzie54@aol.com] or Lee Hamilton [leehamilton88@gmail.com]. 
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Happening Around the Church... 

Selah United Methodist Women  

We are con(nuing to put together hygiene bags for Rod's House at our May mee(ng. Listed 

below are items we need to complete the bags.  

toothbrushes 

toothpaste (travel size) 

wash cloths 

combs 

deodorant 

razors 

shaving cream (travel size) 

We appreciate any dona(ons of these items! 

 

Tuesday, May 16
th

 will be our next mee�ng. 7:00 p.m. in the John Simonson Room. Our 

project for the night will be pu&ng together hygiene kits for Rods House. 

Check out the Library we have put some new books in the Library. They are on top of the 

book shelf. Look for the sign “New Books” Some books by Laurie Snelling, Beverly Lewis, 

Wanda Brunste1er, plus book from the UMW reading program.   

~Tressa Cummings 

Selah UMW President 

Afternoon Circle 

We had a great time helping the Easter Bunny last month. Tereica & Cheryl said they had a good turn out with 
both Home Zone kids & those from the community. We were lucky to have good weather & everything went 
smoothly. Bob even found two eggs when he mowed the lawn. Thank you again for all who helped & donated 
candy. 
 

Speaking of lawn, Circle gals let it be known to the Men's Group that we would pay up to $2,000 for a much 
needed newer lawn mower if they would find one. Well all they needed was the task. After thoroughly scan-
ning everywhere they came up with one near Spokane & brought it home. They chipped in an additional $300 
or so & Bob has used it already. We even sold the old mower, which was over 30 years old. 
 

Circle gals have completed the mailing to update our phone/membership list. We will be able to supply to the 
conference in mid-June those that have moved on. Then we will have what we need to compile our final list.   
  

During spring break all carpets were cleaned.  It took a lot to prepare rooms &  then put them all back together 
again.  I think how it all worked out is that Circle paid for upstairs & Home Zone paid for the Fellowship Hall.  
During the church spring clean up we did a lot of cleaning inside & out & all looks great again. 
 

Our final business meeting before  summer break will be Thursday May 4th at 1:00pm in the Simonson Room.  
I will be hosting & extend an invitation to anyone who would like to join us. 
 Donna Ruud 

 President   
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Worship	Committee 

Worship	Assistants	

May 

7 Wesley Club of CWU 

14 Aaron Jones 

21 Lee Hamilton 

28 Becky Johnson 

If you would like to be included in the 

schedule, please let the church office know. 

If you are unable to be the Worship As-

sistant on your scheduled date please 

find a subs(tute. Please call someone or 

switch with someone on the schedule. 

If you change your assigned date the 

Church Secretary can correct it in the 

bulle(n if you let him know soon 

enough. 

 

 

Spring is finally star(ng to spring. It is a (me for new things: new plants, new leaves and new growth. Hopefully it is a (me for new 

ideas.  

The Worship Commi*ee had approached the service where dessert items were auc(oned off between elements of the worship 

service with some trepida(on because that whole service was different than anything we had ever tried before. Dessert auc(on 

had always been held a%er worship in the Fellowship Hall. How would people react? It turns out people saw it as fun. Maybe we 

needed to look at variety in our worship. 

The last Sunday of March was UMCOR Sunday. The pastor and the banjo were all at the Confirma(on Retreat. The guitar player 

was at another ac(vity. We wanted to support UMCOR. Lee Hamilton and Tressa Cummings responded to our request for help. 

They shared their experience at the UMCOR West depot. The Natlands supplied a digital projector so videos could be shown. Peo-

ple sang a capella. When I talked to people a%erward, they reported that they had found the service very meaningful. Some re-

ported that they had actually heard themselves singing. They enjoyed having the digital projector in the service. 

The commi*ee has done some planning of events which folk might find different. We also hope they found them meaningful, and 

maybe even fun. April 23
rd

, the Sunday a%er Easter was the Fes(val of God’s Crea(on. Pastor Kendra planned a service that was 

based on the crea(on story from the first chapter of Genesis. Instead of a sermon, there were “sta(ons” where worshippers could 

read different scripture passages, and have (me for reflec(on and prayer related to those passages. Did you like it?  

May 7
th

, the Wesley Club from Central Washington University will be present to lead worship. Will their worship service look like 

ours? We don’t know, because we haven’t told them what they must include or how it should be done. They are university stu-

dents, and they well may “push our boundaries.“ Be sure to invite a younger adult to join you that day. 

May 14
th

 is Mother’s Day, also known as the Fes(val of the Chris(an Home. It is the day we will be celebra(ng the culmina(on of 

our confirma(on process. There will be cake a%erward, honoring our new members, ours as well as those from Wesley. 

May 21
st

 is Heritage Sunday, and recalls that day in 1738 when John Wesley was at a group mee(ng and “felt his heart strangely 

warmed.” Why are you a Chris(an? Why are you United Methodist? Why did you start coming to Selah UMC? Why do you keep 

coming to Selah UMC? Has your heart ever been strangely warmed at a Selah UMC event? Will you tell us about it? 

These are some of things we have planned for the next six weeks, and many of them are not totally typical of our worship. Maybe 

one or two will “warm your heart” in some strange way. We invite you to “try it out,” and see. This may be an opportunity to invite 

someone to worship with you who hasn’t been there for a while (or maybe ever). Maybe it will even change your life.  
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Selah	Food	Bank 

More cereal please... although the boxes don’t weigh much, 

we always fill the food bank basket to the brim when cereal is 

the month’s special request.  Any kind of boxed cereal, cold 

or hot, will be gratefully received by the many Selah area fam-

ilies who depend on the food bank. Cereal is not only good for 

a nourishing start to the day, but it can be a good mid-day 

snack, as well. Additionally, the food bank always needs pea-

nut butter, or the volunteers are always appreciative of the 

many and varied non-perishable food items that you give 

each month. Watch the weekly 

grocery sales - a simple box of ce-

real can make a family smile.  

MAY IS CEREAL MONTH 

Trustees 

The trustees are working with local vendors getting bids to improve, update, replace 

(fix) the sound system in the sanctuary.  I imagine this is good news to many of you 

who struggle to hear or understand what is being said during the worship service.  We 

hope to make a decision early in May so we can move forward with the project in the 

near future.  It is not an inexpensive project, however, and we are looking into different 

funding sources, including Memorial funds to pay for this.  The first phase likely will 

cost around $3,000.  If improving the sound system is something that is near and dear 

to your heart, or ears, contributions to this project (in addition to your ongoing giving to 

support the life and mission of the church) would be greatly appreciated.  Just indicate 

any extra giving as being in support of the sound system project. Thank you. 

 

There was a great turnout for our spring work day around the church and a lot was ac-

complished. However, there are a couple things that still need to be tackled if anyone 

has a little time to spare. The lavender plants and grasses in the rock garden need to 

be trimmed and the north side of the parking lot could use some sweeping. 
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Fundraisers 

Selah Community Days is just around the corner (May 20)

and we will be selling BBQ chicken in the park again this 

year. Chuck and the United Methodist Men are heading 

up cooking the chicken and I (Becky) will be organizing 

volunteers to set up in the 

park, sell chicken, and 

take down at the end of 

the day. Look for sign up 

sheet in the narthex. 

Please help with this annu-

al fundraiser/community 

outreach opportunity. 

Summer is quickly approaching and with it our 

two 4-H horse show concession stand fundrais-

ers.  This year the first will be the weekend 

of June 22 to 25 and the second is August 11 

- 13.  Please put these on 

your calendar and plan on 

helping.  More informa(on to 

come.  
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March 30, 2017 

 

Dear Connie Schramm, 

 

 Selah United Methodist Church made a generous dona(on to Wounded Warrior Project 

(WWP) in honor of Evan MeNe. WWP is proud to use this gi% to aid and assist the truly deserv-

ing men and women of our armed forces who have been wounded in recent military  conflicts. 

 Our work begins on the ba*lefield and con(nues at the bedside of injured service mem-

bers as they undergo treatment and rehabilita(on in Department of Defense hospitals and Vet-

erans Affairs Medical Centers. Together, we bring comfort and support to many wounded he-

roes and their families. 

 Through the generosity of our supporters, we have been able to reach tens of thousands 

of wounded veterans and provide them with comfort items, counseling, and rehabilita(on to 

aid in their transi(on from a hospital bed to an independent and produc(ve life. 

 WWP is dedicated to assis(ng this new genera(on of injured heroes. These men and 

women who have served with honor deserve our respect and support. 

 

Sincerely,  

Michael S. Linnington 

Lieutenant General, U.S. Army, Re(red 

Chief Execu(ve Officer, Wounded Warrior Project 

 

 

 

For more informa(on about Wounded Warrior Project, please visit woundedwarriorproject.org 
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4—Afternoon Circle @1:00pm 
(Simonson Room) 

7—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary)—
Communion—Wesley Club to lead  

14—Worship @10:30am (Sanctuary)—
Mother’s Day—Festival of the Christian 

Home 

16—United Methodist Women @ 7:00pm (Simonson Room) 
17—Finance Committee @ 4:00pm 

17—Ad Council @ 6:30pm 

18—HomeZone Steering Committee @ 6:30pm 

20—Northwest Harvest @ 9:00am (NW Harvest Yakima 
Warehouse) 

20—Selah Community Days 

21—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary)—Heritage Sunday 

28—Worship @ 10:30am (Sanctuary) 

Birthdays Anniversaries 

2 Mary Goss 

4 Kyan Helseth; Gwen Chaplin 

6 Beth Baranowski  

13 Virginia Mackey  

15 Melissa Harp 

19 Dan Shelton  

23 Jessica Johnson 

28 Dave Kaumheimer; Mary Tayer 

30 Len Hoselton; Jeff Snodgrass; Kim Co-

burn 

31 Cheryl Hulse  

10 Dave & Denise 

MeNe 

18 Roger & Kim Coburn 

23 Steve & Dee Hayman 

27 Bill & Kathy Moore 

If your birthday or anniversary is not 

listed or is incorrect, please let the 

church office know. 
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Youth Group will continue to meet on Mondays from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Wesley, unless otherwise noted! 

We feel it is right for youth to have their (me and space to bond with each other, share their stories, and become 

disciples of Jesus Christ. We also feel youth should not be secluded from the rest of church life. Our focus is to create 

a safe space for youth to form rela(onships that will help the group share the love of God to others. While we do 

enjoy fun and games, our main focus is to look at God’s Word, pray for our youth group members and others, and 

exercise servant leadership to others in the Yakima Valley and beyond.  

Our youth group consists of grades 6-12 and meets regularly on Monday evenings from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Our Wesley 

youth have combined with youth from Selah UMC and others. All are welcome. 

For any ques(ons, please call Sco* at the church office at 966-2370, or by email at 

sco*.klepach@wesleyofyakima.org. 

Heads up! Below is a look at what's happening for Youth Group over the next few months. I will need adult volun‐

teers to join me as well, so please prayerfully consider when you might be able to help! 

 
Monday, May 1: 6:30‐8:00 p.m. “Grace” series #2: “Stress.” 

Monday, May 8: 6:30‐8:00 p.m. “Grace” series #3: “Fear.” 

Monday, May 15: 6:30‐8:00 p.m. “Grace series #4: “Doubt.” 
Monday, May 22: 6:30‐8:00 p.m. Labyrinth walking, reflection. 

Saturday, May 27‐Monday, May 29: CONVO! (Biggest youth gathering in the conference—at University of Puget 

Sound. I’m taking a group, so you should all sign up! More details soon.) 
Monday, June 5: Yakima Valley Pippins Night! 

Monday, June 12: End of School BBQ. (May need to shift to June 19th) 

Monday, June 19: Skateland: Christian Music Night. (Unless End of School BBQ need to be shifted to this date.) 
Monday, June 26: No Youth Group. 

Monday, July 3: TBD. 

Monday, July 10: No Youth Group. 
Monday, July 17: No Youth Group. 

Monday, July 24: TBD. 

Sunday, July 30‐Saturday, August 5: Mission trip with Sierra Service Project.  

~Sco1 Klepach Jr. 
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1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah, WA 98942-8817 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 
Mission Statement  

“Let us be a sacred body that wor-

ships God, feeds the soul of our 

communi(es, serves the needs 

around us, and opens our hearts in 

respecTul acceptance of all.”  

 

Vision Statement  

“Be an Energized Church. Our hands 

in constant prayer.”  

Growing Into the Image of Christ 

Newsle*er ar(cles for the next 

newsle*er are due   

May 25th! 

Ar(cles can be emailed to  

mlhelseth@gmail.com or the 

church 

How to get ahold of Pastor Kendra: 

Cell phone: (509) 833-9108 

Email: behnsmit@hotmail.com 

Follow her blog: Pastor in Mouse Ears 

h*ps://pastorinmouseears.wordpress.com  

Selah United Methodist Church 


