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The Messenger 

Cough! Cough!  The air has been full of smoke and the visibility limited.  As we make our way 
into fall, I am ready for clear skies and cooler temperatures.  As we look forward to Fall, let us 
not be blinded by the metaphorical smoke that limits our sight. As we continue pouring out 
God’s love to the community, let us see beyond the smoke and open our eyes to the 
possibilities that exist in the haze.  In the next few weeks the new Strategic Plan will be 
presented to the congregation. A lot of hard work and sweat has been placed in this plan.  At 
times there seemed to be smoke blocking our view in the distance.  We trudged through the 
smoke and were able to establish a plan that is viable, flexible, and has the potential to 
transform lives.    

As we get ready to launch the Strategic Plan I am excited for the many different opportunities 
that lie ahead.  Please be ready to help and support the new ministries and ways of doing 
church.  In the coming weeks, if you have any questions, concerns, or comments about the 
Strategic Plan please reach out to Lee Hamilton or me.     

We have a lot of activities scheduled to start in September.  We will resume our Monday 
afternoon Bible Study at 1:00pm in the Simonson Room.  We will be studying the Gospel of 
Luke.  Pub Theology will continue into the Fall.  Our new meeting place will be Redifers 
Brewing Company but there is the possibility of trying new pubs throughout the season.  The 
next game night will be Sept 21 at 6:00pm at the parsonage.  Please join us for a night of fun 
and fellowship. 

Blessings Pastor Dirk 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

The Worship Committee kicked off the new program year with a meeting on August 2nd at 

Daniel’s Kitchen. We discussed the things that had happened during the summer, and took a look 

at upcoming events for this fall.  We noted that instead of having the July 15th worship service at 

the Fire Pit, that it had been held on the porch near the front doors of the church. Not only was 

that location sheltered from the sun, but meeting on the porch meant the service was visible to 

people who hadn’t known about the outdoor service. It also meant that people for whom the 

journey across the grass of the back field would have been impossible were able to attend. It was 

so successful, that the Committee decided to hold the September 2nd service – the blessing of the 

animals/Communion service – on the porch as well. Canopies can be placed out front as well to 

increase seating area. 

A special task force on developing a strategic plan for Selah United Methodist Church has 

been working for the past couple of months and are ready to present their plan to the whole 

congregation. There will be a meeting following the September 9th worship service to explain that 

plan to the congregation. There will be a short talk during the worship service that day, and then 

follow-ups on the 16th and the 23rd. 

World Communion Sunday is October 7th. The Committee is asking people to bring a small 

amount of a bread that represents their family’s country of origin (for example, people of 

Mexican origin might bring a tortilla, someone from Scotland a scone, etc.). Communion will be 

celebrated in the round, representative of Christians around the world celebrating together on that 

day. 

The Committee decided not to observe Breast Cancer Awareness this year. While we 

recognize the emotions of those who have or have had the disease, we also realize that there are 

many different diseases that afflict those in our communities, and we didn’t want to single out any 

single one. 

Encouraging families with small children continues to be one of our emphases. Volunteers 

are staffing the Sunday School whenever there are children, and a rocking chair has been set up in 

the back for those mothers who would like to rock their children. If you know a child, please 

invite them to join us! And you can invite parents as well.   

Report by Kevin Dow and Margaret Antanaitis 
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Blessing of the Animals 

This year we will again be Blessing the Animals during our outdoor service 

on Sunday September 2nd. This year the service will be on the porch near 

the front door to the church.  Bring your furry friends to worship and 

receive a prayer. No animal too large or small! Please be mindful that 

there is a possibility of many pets. Be sure to have your animal leashed or 

crated appropriately for their safety and the safety of the other four- 

legged guests. 

Indian John Rest Area 

Mark your Calendars! 

Indian John Rest Area, October 12-15. 

We have been unsure whether we would have enough people to cover the weekend at the 

Indian John Rest Area this year. Several people indicated on the posted Possible 

Commitment form that they would tentatively be available. It does seem a little early, but there are 

enough interested people to nudge us to post the official sign-up sheet for the 15 shifts needed for 

the weekend of October 12-15. We have ten days to decide whether we want to cancel our 

reservation or go ahead with this annual outreach and fundraising commitment. Please give it 

some thought or talk with Pastor Dirk or Linda Drew if you have concerns, ideas or questions. We 

thank you for your consideration. 

Reflections from Kite Camp 
Last week I spent parts of five days at Ocean Park Camp and Retreat Center with my family for 

the annual Kite Camp – this is a family camp that my family has attended for 25 years.  It was a great 
opportunity to rest and rejuvenate.  The camp pastor this year asked us to put aside worries and 
burdens that we had been dealing with at home and not bring them to camp with us.  The worry that 
has been at the top of my mind the last several weeks has been our church finances.  We are still 
struggling to pay our bills each month.  For the past few years we have been very proud of paying our 
apportionments on time and meeting our obligation fully.  We are at risk for not being able to do that 
this year.  We have fallen behind in our giving specifically for apportionments.  We also need to finish 
paying our building insurance this month (we owe a little more than $2,000).  I came home rejuvenated 
to tackle this problem, but I need your help.  Please consider giving a little extra if you are able to help 
us get out of the hole we are in.   

This Photo by Unknown Author is

http://dwarkaparichay.blogspot.com/2015/09/world-heart-day-special-adopt-pet-for.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/
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School is back in session, summer is almost over and 

the food bank needs quick food for the families that 

depend on the food bank. The volunteers are very 

grateful for the baskets full of basic staples that we 

collected and donated to the food bank all summer. 

This month is simpler. The food bank needs canned 

chili and canned soup, any kind, or if you'd would 

prefer, as always, any non-perishable food item that 

will help keep the shelves stocked. 

 SEPTEMBER IS CANNED    

  CHILI AND SOUP MONTH

  On August 18, nine SUMC volunteers sorted 
and packed bell peppers and eggplant and 
boxed canned corn at NW Harvest: 7456 
pounds of produce, but this equates to the 
important number of 5735 meals (according to 
the calculations of the Dept of Agriculture) 18 
hours of outreach service-great work!  Our next 
day to volunteer is September 15 when we will 
resume helping prepare food for the backpack 
mission.   

September is canned chili and soup month ! 

Northwest Harvest 
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    Our first meeting of the fall will be Thursday September 6th at 1:00pm in the Simonson       
Room.  You are welcome to join us.  Our host will be Tereica Kaumheimer.   
 If you have any produce to share from your gardens, please bring to church.  All 
donations still go to the Heifer Project in memory of Mary Barrett. 

 
Donna Ruud, President 
 

 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
Youth News 

Youth Group will resume in September! We will still gather on Sunday afternoons for a 90-
minute time window. The fall “kickoff” is Sunday, Sept. 9, for a simple cookout, intended for 
youth and youth families and friends. Youth Group families: This is not a light invitation; we 
really want everyone gathered for this BBQ! Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided. Stay 
tuned for more info!  

Chicago 2019 Mission Trip 

OK, folks, it's official! Our Chicago 2019 Mission Trip is on! The dates right now are June 30-July 
6, 2019. At this time, the plan would be to fly back home on that Saturday, July 6 to be home 
that evening. The question mark right now is the departure date; if we leave Yakima on Sunday, 
June 30, it would be very early in the morning (which is, right now, the likeliest scenario). 

Here's what I need from you: 

1) Serious commitment. It is really important that you do not wait around to determine if you 
can and wish to go on this trip. I understand if you are still working on family and other 
commitments and are not certain at this point, but responses of "I'll think about it" or "I'll 
probably go unless something else comes along" isn't helpful either. Please respond with your 
commitment by October 1, 2018. This deadline gives you a window of time to determine if this 
trip will work for you.  

2) A down payment of $75 (non-refundable), due Oct. 1, 2018. Checks should be made out to 
Wesley UMC with Youth Missions in the memo line. This down payment will help fund the trip 
and show that each person has "buy in," which relates to your commitment. However, if you are 
not in a place where you can make this payment, please let me know privately so we can work 
something out. I do not want finances restricting you from participating in this trip! 

AFTERNOON CIRCLE  
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3) Commitment to fundraising. There will be a Youth Group car wash down the road, and there
will be the Fancy Dessert Auction in February 2019. There might be other fundraising
opportunities along the way as well. Your commitment to fundraising events (brainstorming,
planning, executing) is essential for lowering the cost for all participating and shows your
commitment to the group as a whole for current and future events – even if you are not sure if
you can make the trip! The more money we raise via fundraisers, the more we can do without
out-of-pocket expenses.

4) I will need adult commitment in this process for planning, fundraising, and even chaperoning.

Thank you, everyone! This is an exciting opportunity that is even more exciting now that it is 
becoming real. Please let me know what questions and suggestions you have along the way. 
God bless. 

September 2 - Cheryl and Debbie or Chuck 
September 9 - Margaret and Becky 
September 16 - Tereica and Joy 
September 23 - Susan and ? 
September 30 - Cheryl and Debbie or Tereica 

We need more teachers! We need an assistant to help Susan, and we need one 
more teacher /assistant pair. That way nobody should need to do it more than once 
a month. Please let Cheryl know if you would be willing to help. 

Strategic Plan Status 

Attached to the newsletter is a snapshot of the results of the strategic planning that 
went on over the summer.  Several planning meetings were held with several 
members or the congregation attending.  During the potluck after church on 
September 9 and after church on September there will be an opportunity to discuss 
the strategic plan and ask questions.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 



Page 7 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 

2— Worship @ 10:30 am —Communion and Blessing of the Animals Outside 

on Porch 

4 – Worship Committee @ 11:30 am (Daniel’s Kitchen) 

5 --  Staff/Parish Committee @6:00 pm (Simonsen RoomP 

6 –  Afternoon Circle – 1:00 pm (Simonsen Room) 

9 —  Men’s Breakfast @ 8:00 am (Fellowship Hall) 

Worship @ 10:30 am (Sanctuary)  

Potluck following worship in fellowship hall with discussion of Strategic 

Planning 

10 – Bible Study 1:00 p.m. (Simonsen Room) 

11—Trustees @ 5:30 pm (Simonsen Room) 

15 – Northwest Harvest Volunteer Day  Backpack Mission @ 9:00 am 

16 –Worship @ 10:30 am (Sanctuary) 

Discussion of Strategic Planning after Worship (Simonsen Room) 

17 – Bible Study 1:00 p.m. (Simonsen Room) 

18 -- United Methodist Women @ 7:00p, Simonson Room 

19 – Finance Committee @ 6:00 pm (Simonsen Room) 

Administrative Council @ 6:30 pm (Simonsen Room) 

20— Home Zone Steering Committee @ 6:30 pm 

21 -- Game Night @ 6:00pm, Parsonage 

23 —Worship @ 10:30 am (Sanctuary) 

24 – Bible Study 1:00 p.m. (Simonsen Room) 

26 -- Dinner for Camp Hope, @ 5:15pm, meet at Wesley UMC 

30—Worship @ 10:30 am (Sanctuary) 

Further down the road:  October 12-15 Indian John Hill Rest Area Fundraiser; October 28 
Halloween Party; November 10 Church  Bazaar 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Birthdays Anniversaries 
4   Breanne Mettie  16 Don and Gwen Chaplin 
9    Dave Mettie   17 Len and Lynn Hoselton 

13 Don  Chaplin   18 Brad & Lisa  

Schilperoort 

14 Sarah Hoselton 25 Sam and Amber (Herdrich) Knox 

15 Jan Towell 

        If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is 

incorrect, please let the church office know. 

Members Recovering 

John Herdrich is recovering from back surgery and will be at Good Samaritan Rehab Center 

for about six weeks rehabbing and getting stronger.  Visitors are welcome.  Lynn Hoselton 

is home also recovering from back surgery.  Dorothy Justice is home waiting for 

availability of a cornea for cornea transplant for her injured eye.  We should keep them in 

our prayers.  

Thank you Connie Schramm and Donna Ruud 

for taking care of updating our reader board on 

a regular basis.  You always seem to be able to 

come up something inspiring and/or humorous 

or both at the same time.  Thanks for all you do. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is

http://www.teensreadandwrite.com/2010/06/tuesday-615-24-hour-contest-rules-of.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://www.managementexchange.com/hack/designed-growth-and-engagement-fixing-invisible-stranglehold-business-success
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


   ====   PLAN SNAPSHOT Selah United Methodist Church (SUMC)   ==== 

WHAT  [Goal] HOW  [Action Steps] WHO WHEN** 
I Energize SUMC lay 
leadership 

Inform/ educate on UMC & SUMC by having refresher course & 
through SUMC media 

Kevin Dow 10/31/18 (B) 

 Change SUMC governance structure Pastor 01/31/19 (B) 

 Simplify SUMC committee structures Ad Council; Pastor 03/31/19 (B) 

 Update job descriptions of lay leaders Ad Council; Pastor 03/31/19 (E) 

 Make church jobs and tasks clearer; have clear start/end dates Task group  05/31/19 (E) 

 Focus on communicating appreciation of volunteer efforts Lay Leader 09/30/19 (B) 

II Explore needs of internal 
& external communities 

INTERNAL: Identify present & past attendees; Prepare questions & 
invitational scripts; Attempt to contact all present & past attendees 

Task group 11/30/18 (B) 

 EXTERNAL: Identify & assess potential new or changing needs in 
Selah community; Select 3 target groups for potential assistance on 
their terms 

Task group 05/31/19 (B) 
 

III Build mission-centered 
programs & partnerships  

Seek 3 new, innovative ideas from Pacific NW Conference for building 
finance & other partnerships in our District, select one to put in action 

Pastor 09/30/18 (E) 

 Create & implement “5th Quarter” program with Selah School District Pastor + Lay group 08/31/18 (B) 

 Improve nurturing groups: a. meet with groups, b. compile findings, c. 
set goals to revitalize & expand them 

Pastor +Task group 11/30/18 (B) 

 Build Every Member Visitation” campaign Task group 10/31/18 (B) 

 Identify community groups in need of space for meetings/activities  02/28/19 (B) 

 Increase participation of children by planning new programs/activities Task group 02/28/19 (B) 

 Facilitate transportation to services for Home Zone kids and adults 
who need rides 

Task group 02/28/19 (B) 

IV Develop a strategy for 
stewardship of properties 

Identify properties owned, lot sizes and parcels 
Trustees 09/30/18 (E) 

 Assess overall maintenance needs: a. Update past & current 
maintenance; b. Make action plan based on quotes for work 

Task group + Trustees a. 11/30/18 (E) 
b. 02/28/19 (E) 

 Create ongoing maintenance schedule: periodicity table Task group + Trustees 12/31/18 (B) 

 Recommend external groups to use facility (as identified in Goal 3) Task group + Trustees 03/31/19 (E) 

 Investigate uses church of back parcel by SUMC & others Task group 05/31/19 (E) 

V Serve the powerless & 
vulnerable as led by the 
Holy Spirit 

Hold meeting(s) with Coordinator, Hispanic & Latino Ministries,  
interested pastors & others to find the issues area immigrant 
populations want help with 

Von Essons + Pastor + 
volunteers = Team 5 

09/15/18 (E) lst 
meeting 

 Inform congregation of results using SUMC media, & seek input Team 5 10/15/18 (E) 

 Plan & prioritize 2 ways to get involved in identified immigrant issues Team 5 10/31/18 (E) 

 Put plan to get involved & provide help into action Team 5  11/30/18 (B) 

 Raise awareness & understanding of other powerless or vulnerable  
groups that are reached by the Christian Community 

Task group 06/31/19 (B) 

 Repeat Goal 5 steps #2, 3, 4 & 5 to address additional outreach needs Task group + volunteers 09/0/19 (B) 

** B = Begin     E= End 



 

 

S e l a h U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h 
 

1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah WA 98942 

 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 

 

Growing Into the Image of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 

“Let us be a sacred body that wor- 

ships God, feeds the soul of our 

communities, serves the needs 

around us, and opens our hearts in 

respectful acceptance of all.” 

 
 

Vision Statement 

“Be an Energized Church. Our hands 

in constant prayer.” 

Newsletter articles for the 

October newsletter are due 

September 25th! 

Articles can be emailed to 

bjoh461@fairpoint.net  

How to get hold of Pastor Dirk: 

Cell phone: (509) 388-1218 

Email:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com 

mailto:selahumc@fairpoint.net
mailto:bjoh461@fairpoint.net
mailto:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com
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