
 

S e l a h  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h September 2 0 1 9 

 

          

   

  I can’t believe the summer is almost over, where did it 

go?   With the school year beginning again it is time for us 

to begin our studies.  As I enter my third year as the pastor 

of Selah UMC, I want to emphasize the importance of 

studying the Holy Scriptures.  We will continue with the 

Monday afternoon New Testament Study, which will begin 

on September 9 at 1:00.  Starting Sunday September 15 at 

9:15 we will begin an Old Testament Survey study. This study will examine 

the history of the Old Testament along with culture and social influences, 

which helped to shaped the text that we have today.   

 

The other study that is planned for this fall is Christianity and World 

Religions. This is an Adam Hamilton book and study.  The study will examine 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, and Christianity.  I am also planning on 

having field trips to experience and learn more about each of these different 

religions. I hope you can join me as we explore and learn more about our 

neighbors.   

 

I am also planning on having some fun as well.  We will begin our Game 

Night at the parsonage on September 20 at 6:00. Please bring your favorite 

family game and snacks for a fun night of fellowship  

 

 

Blessing Pastor Dirk  
 

          

 

The Messenger 
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 The Worship Team (aka Worship Committee) did not meet 

during August. One of the things that happens at each 

meeting is a review of worship events that have happened 

since the last meeting: what has happened, and what was 

the response from folks in the congregation? This is a good 

reminder that if something in worship effects you to take 

time to share it with a member of the committee. They are 

Pastor Dirk, Margaret Antanaitis, Cheryl Natland, Gwen Chaplin, Helen Charlot, Bill Walton, 

and Elaine and Kevin Dow. We all welcome feedback. 

Two events that we will review at the next meeting on September 12th will be the Blessing of 

the Backpacks and Educators service on August 25th and the Blessing of the Animals (Beasts) 

service on September 1st. The Blessing of the Backpacks and Educators service featured a 

prayer for backpacks (even for those which were not physically present), and a litany for back 

to school, which recognized the roles of the many people who aid in the schools, including not 

only students and teachers, but administrators, para educators, cooks, janitors and bus 

drivers.  Unfortunately, there were no students or backpacks, but we were able to recognize 

some teachers and other education professionals. 

The Blessing of the Beasts service will be the second “on the porch” service this summer, the 

first being the Independence Day service on July 7th. So far, those services have been well 

received, with comments on comfort. Weather has been on our side so far. 

Future events to be discussed at the next meeting will include: Hispanic Heritage Month, and 

how we respond to it in worship; World Communion Sunday on October 6th, the Children’s 

Sabbath observation on October 13th; Laity Sunday on October 20th; All-Saints Sunday on 

November 3rd; Daylight Savings Time ending; and Thanksgiving and Advent events. 

The next meeting will be September 12th at 11:30 AM at Nana Kate’s. All meetings are no-host 

events and are open to all who are interesting in giving their input. 

 

 Kevin Dow 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
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September is Canned Beans and Cream Corn Month!! 
 

After a busy summer, the food bank shelves are looking pretty full 
with lots of fresh summer produce donated from farms around the 
area. That said, this is not a new request ...the volunteers continue 
to need beans, canned beans of any kind, pinto, kidney, garbanzo, 
etc. including green beans. And they need creamed corn. 
Whatever non-perishable item you choose to give, know that a 

grateful family will enjoy. Thank you from the volunteers for helping provide good food to the 
many Selah area families who depend on the food bank. 
 

   September is Canned Beans and Cream Corn Month 
 

NW HARVEST VOLUNTEER SATURDAY 
 
 The third Saturday of every month is Volunteer Month at the Yakima warehouse of NW 
Harvest. Three or four dedicated SUMC people have helped sort fresh produce and box cans 
this summer. Thank you! In September, we again join the Wesley SUMC folks to pack weekend 
meals for local school children. Wesley helps support The Backpack Mission or Three Squares, 
as it is called by NW Harvest. Please join us for this worthy effort at 9:00 am. If you are nine or 
older, it is a fun working hour or two of getting to know many neighbors from the Yakima area. 
The dates for the remainder of 2019 are September 21, October 19,  November 16 and 
December 21. 

CAMP HOPE DINNER 
 

 Every month, Wesley UMC Cooks plan, prepare, transport and serve meals on the 4th 

Tuesday to the residents of Camp Hope. We, at Selah UMC, have been fortunate to help 

cook and transport food to serve to these delightful and appreciative residents. Each month 

the planners publicize their menu. We help where we can. In August, the Selah Bakers 

provided seven cakes!  Everyone enjoys that bit of sweetness at the end of a hearty good 

meal prepared at Wesley. Selah Bakers, your cakes are getting a reputation - yummm! 

  

Selah Food Bank/Northwest Harvest/Camp Hope 
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For the past year, on the last Friday of the month, we have been preparing meals for the 

30-40 youth at Rod's House. Many of you have been silently preparing meals for some of 

the church home bound. This congregation may be small but our hearts are big with love 

and caring and generosity. 

 

Indian John Rest Area, Free Coffee 

Our reservation for serving coffee and cookies at the Indian John Rest 

Area, westbound, is fast approaching. It is earlier this year - October 

4-7th.  Please consider donating cookies, coffee, or your time for this 

good-will outreach to travelers on I-90. This October weekend has 

been an SUMC longstanding annual tradition. Some of you have 

faithfully been doing this every year for years and years. There are 12 

four hours shifts which means that we need at least 24 volunteers. As 

always, we will need about 160 dozen cookies, home baked or store bought, and a few cans of 

coffee and hot chocolate. In the past, this has truly been a successful all congregation 

effort. Sign-Up sheets will be posted within the next week. Any help is greatly appreciated: 

time, cookies, coffee or general support.  

 

Why Does The United Methodist Church Have Social Principles? 

 The Social Principles articulate our “ethical aspirations for the common good in our 
public policies and personal commitments” through which we “love God with our whole heart, 
mind, soul and strength and love and desire for our neighbors what we desire for ourselves.” 
(Matthew 22:37-40, Mark 12:30-31) 
The Social Principles urge us to make a difference and to live differently in the world, but also 
to build a different kind of world than the one we have now.  
As part of ongoing efforts to function as a fully worldwide denomination, the Social Principles 

have been in a process of revision with worldwide input since 2013 with the goal of making 

them more succinct, theologically founded and globally relevant. The first full revision in 50 

years will be presented to the 2020 General Conference.  You can learn more about the UMC 

social principles and their beginnings, go to the following web page:  http://www.umc.org/what-we-

believe/methodist-history-1908-social-creed-for-workers 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/methodist-history-1908-social-creed-for-workers
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/methodist-history-1908-social-creed-for-workers
http://flickr.com/photos/kalebdf/6906027051
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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United Methodist Summer Camps 

 We supported five children attending summer camp at two different United Methodist 

Camping sites this summer.  Those five were Boston Harrington and Charley Natland attending 

Grand Camp with their grandmothers, Becky Johnson and Cheryl Natland; Kyan Helseth 

attending Middle 

School Camp and 

Makenna Helseth 

attending Senior 

High Camp – all at 

Lazy F Camp and 

Retreat Center and 

Emerson Harrington 

attending Kite Camp 

with the Johnson 

family at Ocean Park 

Camp  

All families report back that the kids very much 

enjoyed attending camp and the parents/grandparents were very appreciative of the financial 

support from the church that helped make it possible for the kids to attend.  Summer camp 

can be expensive, particularly when sending more than one child, so our support to the 

families is very important.  These are pictures of our kids at camp 
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SELAH UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

Our first fall meeting will be September 17th at 7:00 p.m.  We will 

be discussing new books for the reading program, ideas on project for the upcoming year and 

putting together apple decorations for the PNW UMW Conference Annual Meeting which will 

be in Wenatchee. 

 Seven Rivers District Annual Meeting will be in Pasco at Riverview UMC 
on Saturday September 21st from 9:30 am -3:00 pm. Guest speaker is Tricia MacFarlan who is 
the Director of Mirror Ministries in Richland. She will be talking about Sex Trafficking in Our 
Communities. If you are interested in attending please talk to Tressa Cummings. 
 
 Selah United Methodist Women reach out to five missionaries through out the year. We 
send them a birthday card and a love ribbon letting them know we are praying for the work 
they are doing. We Send some money to support the ministry they are doing. 
Clara Mridula Biswas is one of the missionaries we support. Clara is in Cambodia working in a 
ministry for street children and their families. Clara always responds with a letter updating us 
on the mission work they are doing along with a drawing by one of the children. We usually 
hang the drawing on the bulletin board to share with the church.  I will be highlighting a 
missionary each month that we are supporting. 
 
Tressa Cummings, Selah UMW President  
 

    FINANCE UPDATE 

Thank you to those who responded to my 

request for extra giving for our building 

insurance premium.  Your support means a lot.    

As you can see from the chart below, although 

our giving this year is above that for 2018, our 

expenses have been greater than our giving, 

which has caused us to struggle paying the bills.  

Please consider how you can help close the gap.   

Thanks.  Becky 
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After summer break Circle gals will have our first meeting on Thursday September 5th.  It will 
be held in the Simonson Room at 1:00pm. 
 
We always look forward to meeting again & begin discussions for the bazaar on November 9th.  
Which is a gentle reminder to keep the bazaar in mind for items you may wish to work on for 
donations or ideas to share with us. 
 
We have been working in the Rock Room this summer, sprucing it up.  Our painters, Tereica & 
Susan, have transformed that room  A few things are left to complete it, but it's looking pretty 
nice.  Come take a peek.  We've also been stocking the pantry in the kitchen to help keep 
supplies for the monthly potlucks. 
 
Our host for our next meeting is Mary Lenhardt.  If you have this afternoon free, please come 
& visit with us. 
 
Donna Ruud, President  

 
 
 

Thank you Noah for operating the sound system and power 
point presentation during worship services on Sunday 
morning.  Both of those add so much to our worship 
experience and having you consistently operate them is so 
appreciated.  Noah actually seems to understand the system 
and can even problem solve when there are issues.   
 
Editorial comment – I was responsible for the sound system 
before Noah joined us and I was always nervous about 
whether it would work properly –  Thanks Noah for being 

willing to be responsible for it! 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

AFTERNOON CIRCLE 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

http://popeyesview.blogspot.com/2013/03/thank-you.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT SUMC:  
 ADOPT A MONTH 

 

The church would like to renew listings in the Yakima Herald’s 
church directory every Saturday. In November 2018 we started 
these weekly listings to invite the community to connect with our 
church.  We were able to find volunteers to adopt and sponsor all 12 
months, but a new cycle begins in November. Will you consider 

adopting a month? 
 
The content includes our location, phone, website address, and worship services.  Often a 
recurring event is mentioned, e.g., Monday Bible study. For Aug. 31, the listing invites 
everyone to bring their pets for an outdoor service with the Blessing of the Beasts. Of 
course, special events such as the bazaar and Easter egg hunt are featured. The listings are 
just 7 to 9 lines. But, by varying the content we’re able to tell the community who we are. 
As part of our mission, we want to ensure that the community knows we’re an active and 
welcoming congregation.  
 
In order to continuing these listings, we’re asking you to consider “adopting” a month 
beginning in November, 2019 and running through October 2020. The cost to adopt a 
month with 4 Saturdays is $42 – based on about 8 lines per week. The cost to adopt 
months with five Saturdays is $52. In the upcoming cycle those months are: Nov., Feb. 
(really, due to leap year), May, Aug. and Oct.  Consider co-sponsoring a month with 
another church member(s) if you’d like.  
 
Please sign up to adopt your favorite month. We’ll circulate a sign-up sheet in worship 
service this month. This sheet will be posted on the bulletin board, too. We’ll remind you 
when your month approaches. Please make your check payable to SUMC with a notation: 
“Adopt a Month” or “directory listings.” The church takes care of the rest.  
 
If you won’t be around to sign-up or would like more information please get in touch with 
Lee Hamilton at 509-907-9074; leehamilton88@gmail.com. Thank you in advance for 
adopting a month. By volunteering you’re helping to spread the good news about Selah 
UMC throughout the Valley. 
 

         

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

mailto:leehamilton88@gmail.com
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HOME ZONE NEWS 

 Home zone has been going through many changes over the last few months some very 

positive ones and some that leave us with a heavy heart. As of September 30, 2019 our 

Preschool will be closing.  This decision was not an easy one, but one that had to be 

made.  The ever-changing policies and minimum wage spiking to all-time highs proved to be 

too much for our little out-reach program.  Despite all the changes, our before and after 

school program is thriving. We will put all the dedication and love that we had for both 

programs into one. I'm excited to see what this school year brings.  

Shannon Vaughn, Home Zone Director 
 
 

Disaster Preparedness Workshop 
 

Saturday, October 5, 9:00am – 4:30pm 
Kennewick First United Methodist Church, 421 W Kennewick Ave, Kennewick 
  
Learn how to inspire congregations and communities to be better able to minimize disaster-
caused harm to people, property and neighbors in need in helpful, cooperative ways on behalf 
of the church and in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  This emergency preparedness training has three 
areas of focus – personal and home readiness, church readiness, and readiness to serve your 
neighbors in case of an emergency. 
  
This United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) workshop incorporates knowledge and 
experience gleaned over many years by dedicated volunteers who have served their neighbors 
on behalf of the church. Rich information has also been included from other organizations and 
community partners - most notably the American Red Cross, National Disaster Interfaith 
Network, and FEMA. The workshop is being taught by Wendy Riddle and David C. Riddle.  
Online pre-registration is required. A $10 workshop fee includes all materials, snacks and 
lunch.   To register, please visit: https://connectingneighborsoct5.eventbrite.com   Deadline 
for registration is Friday, September 27.  For  information contact Wendy 
Riddle:  wriddle56@gmail.com  or Kathy Bryson: brysonpnw@gmail.com 
 
 
 

https://connectingneighborsoct5.eventbrite.com/
mailto:wriddle56@gmail.com
mailto:brysonpnw@gmail.com
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      Birthdays      Anniversaries 

4 Breanne Mettie      16    Don & Gwen Chaplin 

9 Dave Mettie      17    Len & Lynn Hoselton 

13  Don Chaplin       25    Sam & Amber Knox 

14  Sarah Hoselton      29    Dan & Sandy Shelton 

15 Jan Towell 

22 Bryanne Nelson Hoffee 

29 Lane Brown 

 

 

 

    SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 Thanks to all who have volunteered to be Sunday School assistants.  

All of the teachers appreciate your willingness to help.  As you can see, 

we need help on three Sundays.  The schedule will be posted on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex.  Please sign up to help one of the three 

Sundays with a question mark.  

  September 1  –  Tereica Kaumheimer and Becky Johnson   

  September 8 –  Cheryl Natland and Debbie Jesperson  

                 September 15  –   Margaret Antainitis and ? 

                 September 22 –   Susan Eisenhower and ? 

                 September 29 -  Joy McFarland and ? 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SEPTEMBER   CELEBRATIONS 
 

https://amommasview.wordpress.com/2015/08/03/anniversary-comming-up-party-with-me/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
 

1 Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Service on the Porch 

4 – 7 Pastor Dirk National Guard Drill @ Training Center 

5    Afternoon circle @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room 

   8      UMM Breakfast @ 8:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

   Worship service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary  

           Potluck after worship service 

    9   Pastor’s Bible Study @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room (continuing every    

    Monday) 

  12    Worship team meeting @ 11:30 am, Nana Kate’s 

  15  Old Testament Bible Study @ 9:15, Simonson Room (continuing every     

  Sunday) 

  Worship Service @ 10:30 am, Sanctuary   

  17     UMW @ 7:00 pm, Simonson Room 

  19    Home Zone Team meeting @ 1:00 pm, Simonson Room 

  20     Game Night @ 6:00, Parsonage 

  21  NW Harvest Volunteer Saturday @ 9:00 am at warehouse 

  22  Worship Service @10:30 pm Sanctuary 

  24  Camp Hope dinner, Meet at Wesley UMC @ 5:00 pm 

  25  Church Council Meeting @6:00 pm, Simonson Room  

  25  Newsletter Articles Due 

   

  PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: INDIAN JOHN REST AREA 

OCTOBER 4 – 7 (earlier than normal) 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



S e l a h U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h 

1061 Selah Loop Road 

Selah WA 98942 

Phone: 509-697-7504 

Email: selahumc@fairpoint.net 

 

Growing Into the Image of Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

“As a sacred body that 

worships God, we feed the 

soul of our communities, serve 

the needs around us, and open 

our hearts in respectful 

acceptance of all.” 

Vision Statement 

“To be an energized faith 

community.” 

Newsletter articles for the 

October newsletter are due 

September 25 

Articles can be emailed to 

bjoh461@fairpoint.net  

How to get hold of Pastor Dirk: 

Cell phone: (509) 388-1218 

Email:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com 

mailto:selahumc@fairpoint.net
mailto:bjoh461@fairpoint.net
mailto:pastordirkrobinson@gmail.com

